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On Justification. 
(Concluded from page 6.) 


We shall now conclude this pro- 
tracted discussion by a few practical 
reflections. 

1. The plan of redemption by our 
Lord Jesus Christ as revealed in the 
gospel, is admirably suited to the con- 
dition of fallen beings. Were human 
wisdom left to carve out for itself, 
could it devise one more calculated 
to render glory to God and benefit 
to man, more expressive of his love to 
us, and more suited to awaken grati- 
tude, hope, trust, joy, and obedience, 
on our part, than that which reveals 
the Son of God as wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities ? Has any other method 
been proposed, by which a better 
hope can be brought in to the relief 
of aillicted and guilty man ? The his- 
tory of the world is sufficient proof 
of the imbecility of human reason, 
and of its utter incompetency to di- 
rect us in this all-important subject. 
The plan of mercy revealed in the 
gospel, carries with it, the intrinsic 
marks of its divine original. Here 
alone we find what human nature has 
ever sought after with sighs and 
groans unutterable, even life and 
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then embrace, and ever hold fast, 
this blessed hope of everlasting life 
which God has given us in our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. Let this subject 
command that attention which is due 
to its supreme dignity and importance ; 
let the innate excellencies of its 
character, and the illustrious names 


and died for it, bespeak, at least, an 
earnest and impartial consideration 
of its claims. Let the awful sanc- 
tions by which it demands our cre- 
dence, have their due appeal to the 
regard we owe to ourselves as rational, 
immortal, and accountable beings. 
‘For it is not a vain thing because it 
is for your life.’ It declares that 
there is no other name under heaven 
whereby we must be saved but that 
of Jesus Chrst. ‘He that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. He 
that believeth not shall be damned.’ 
There is a moral obligation upon 


disposed to do it with upright and 
honest heart, its divine author de« 
clares, that it ‘ they will do his will 
they shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God.’ While, to 
the vain disputer who rejects it be- 





happiness for evermore. Let us 
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|cause he cannot trace with the finger 
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who have believed it, and adorned it, 


every one to examine the grounds 
of this claim, and to such as are 
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of human science, the connexion be- | 
tween the Cross of Christ and the | 
redemption of man, it is foolishness ; | 
to such as humble their hearts and | 
understandings to the sovereign dis- 

nsation of heaven, it will appear 
as the grandest illustration of the 
power of God, and the wisdom of 
God. 

2, But if any man say he hath 
faith, we may ask in the language of| 
James, ‘ will that profit him,—will that | 
save him?” There is a nominal, his-_ 
torical, faith, which is common enough | 
in the world ; but which is little bet- | 
ter than a practical infidelity. The 
faith which saves us must be a living, 
operative principle. ‘* Such faith,” | 
saith St. Basil, ‘¢ is not engendered by | 
geometrical necessities, but by the 
effectual operations of the Holy 
Ghost.’’ Flesh and blood cannot re- 
veal it to us, nor can any man say 
with clear confidence, and to any 
good purpose, that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost. ‘ In Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a 
new creature. Old things are passed 
away, behold all things are become 
new.’ Our hearts must be renewed 
‘by the Holy Ghost, before we can be 
inclined or enabled to bring forth 
fruits acceptable te God. We must 
be born of the spirit as well as of 
water, before we can enter the king- 
dom of heaven. When God has 
graciously fulfilled his promise which 
he gave by Ezekiel, in creating in us 
a new heart, and putting a right spirit 
within us, in taking away the stony 
heart out of our flesh, and giving us 
an heart of flesh, then, and not till 
then, shall we be enabled to ‘ walk in 
his statutes, and keep his judgments, 
andto do them.’ ‘1 will run in the 
way of thy commandments,’ says Da- 
vid, ‘when thou hast enlarged my 














heart.’ Without this, all our mo- 
rality, amiable as it may be before 
men, will be utterly unavailing and 
unacceptable before God. This was 
that one thing which the young man 
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in the gospel lacked, and for want of 
which thousands who have a fair show 
of outward virtues, at last die an 
eternal death, 

3. It becomes, therefore, an infi- 
nitely important branch of our sub- 
ject to turn our reflections upon an 
examination into the reason and 
grounds of our hope. Hope is a 
tenacious thing, and very few, pro- 
bably have not the hope of heaven. 
But if the word of God be true, all 
will not be saved. Nay, it declares 
that ‘ wide is the gate and broad is 
the road that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in there- 
at ; and strait is the gate and narrow 
is the way which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it.’ * There 
is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but'the end thereof are the ways 
of death.’ ‘ There is ageneration that 
are pure in their own eyes, and yet 
is not washed from their filthiness.’ 

‘The heart is deceitiul above all 
things, and desperately wicked.’ 
Some are represented by our Lord 
as carrying their self-deception so 
far as to claim admittance into Hea- 
ven, at the last day, upon the sup- 
posed ground of their own rights ; to 
whom he will say, ‘1 never knew 
you, depart from me ye that work 
iniquity.’ As, therefore, there is so 
great danger of being deceived, and 
sO important consequences are de- 
pending, it becomes our imperious du- 
ty and interest to examine ourselves 
whether we be in the faith. A mistake 
here would be irreparable and inex- 
pressibly disastrous. What reason 
then have we to believe that we are 
now approved by God, and that he 
will acquit us in that day, when he 
shall judge the world in righteous- 
ness? Have we a true and living 
faith in Christ? By your fruits ye 
shall be known. He who is united 


to Christ in that mystic life, which is 
hid with him in God, loves God su- 
premely, and is earnestly endeavour- 
ing to advance his glory and the good 
of mankind. If there be any one 
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daty which, more than another is cha- 
racteristie of true piety, it is that of 
constant and fervent prayer. The 
Christian is a man of prayer. The 
eve of God often beholds him on his 
bended knees where he pours out 
his supplications and thanksgivings. 
As the body would soon decay were 
it not supported by its necessary food, 

so would the soul soon languish and 
die were it not constantly supplied at 
this fountain. Has he a family ? he 
neglects not to assemble them, to 
pray with them and for them, and to 
render thanksgiving and praise to him 
from whom all his mercies flow. 
Even the heathens have been mind- 
ful of this duty, and have had their 
family altars and household gods, 
And it is obvious that he who neg- 
lects this duty—a duty of so infinite 
importance to himself, and to those 
whom God has committed to his 
charge and so justly due to the Au- 
thor and Benetactor of his being, ts 
unworthy of so great a blessing as a 
family, and has no right to hope for 
salvation. ‘The Christian, further, is 
regular and devout in his attendance 
on public worship. And in all these 
duties he is not satisfied with a cold 
and liteless service, but seeks to ob- 
tain, through the form, ‘ the power of 
godliness.’ It is characteristic of 
the true Christian that he jinds the 
service of God to be perfect free- 
dom; whereas it is the effect of a 
cold and partial religion, that it ren- 
ders the duties of it a task and bur- 
den. ‘The ways of true religion are 
ways of pleasantness and peace. ‘I'he 
Christian finds it his meat and drink 
to do the will of God. He is glad 
when he hears it said, let us go to the 
house of the Lord. His language is, 
‘whom have I in heaven but thee, 
and there is none upon earth I de- 
sire in comparison of thee.’ It would 
be impossible here to pourtray all the 
features of the truly justified soul, 

but it is easy to conceive how a fixed 
wud abiding principle of faith in 


‘every duty. 
joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
‘goodness, faith, meekness, 
jance, brotherly kindness, and cha- 





Christ, and love to God, would natu- 
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rally and necessarily tend to the cul- 
tivation of every holy and amiable 
disposition and to the discharge of 
Its fruits are ‘ love, 


temper- 


rity.” The Christian exhibits these 
fruits in his character. ‘They are 
‘imperfe ct, indeed, in their nature 
| and manner, but they spring from a 
‘principle which gives them accept- 
lance with God. In all things the 
very best offend, and if God were to 
enter into judgment, none could abide 
his trial. But if we truly repent of 


lall our sins, and seek refuge in the 


merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, sin- 
cerely desiring and endeavouring to 
do his will on earth, he will accept 
of our unworthy services. 

Will it be said that if these are 
the terms of salvation who then can 
be saved? To such | reply in the 
words of St. Paul—* What if some 
did not believe ? shall their unbelief 





make the faith of God without effect ? 


God forbid. Yea let God be true, 
but every man a liar.’ If, then, the 
Almighty will not be induced by the 
reasonings and wishes which we 
adapt to our own case, to relax from 
the severity of his justice, and the 
declarations of his word; is there 
not every thing to be apprehended 
for that great multitude who are sa- 
tistying themselves with a name toa 
live while they are dead, who have 
scarcely the form of religion to justify 
their pretensions, who are utterly 
destitute in their tempers and lives 
of the fruits of that faith which is 
essential to salvation. Let us pon- 
der upon the tremendous import of 
those truths of God which declare 
that not only the wicked, but all those 
who forget God, shall be cast inte 
hell—that Christ himself will say te 
the unrighteous, ‘ Depart ye cursed 
into everlasting fire—that in the bo- 
som of that burning lake no drop 
of water can be obtained to cool 





the parched tongue ; that there are 
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weeping, wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth——that there the worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched,’ Al- 
Jowing all that is asked to prove 
the metaphorical import of those 

s, yet it must be admitted 
that they are drawn in so vivid co- 
Jours, as to Jeave us little room to 
doubt the intenseness of that punish- 
ment intended to be shadowed out, 
and of which it is lawful to infer, as 
of the joys of Heaven, that eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive. Let us be induced by these 
views, and especially by that love of 
Christ which prompted him to be- 
come our surety and sacrifice ; by 
all the joys which his favour imparts 
here, and all the glories which he 
prepares for us above, to ‘acquaint 
ourselves with him and be at peace.” 


Now is the accepted time ; now is the | 


day of salvation. ‘To-morrow it may 
be too late. Time flies from us apace, 
and death is drawing nearer to cut 
us off with all our opportunities of 
repentance and amendment. Judg- 
ment and eternity are just before us, 
and soon, very soon, each one of us 
shall receive that doom which shall 
place us everlastingly in Heaven or 
in Hell. May he who alone can sub- 
due the will and affections of unruly 
and sinful men, turn the hearts of 
the disobedient to the wisdonrof the 
just, that at his second coming to 
judge the world, we may be found an 
acceptahje people in his sight, who 
liveth and reigneth with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, ever, one God, 
world without end! 





Letters to a Niece. 
{For the Repertory,} 
NO. VI. 
My Dear Ellen, 

The first convictions of sin are, 
indeed, bitter and painful; none who 
have been the subjects of them can 
ever forget the wormwood and gall 
of that state. The heart of an awak- 
ened sinner is pierced through with 
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many sorrows ; but they are the sor- 
rows of a wounded spirit which he 
must bear alone; the sympathy of 
friendship, the blandishments of af- 
fection, are alike inadequate to miti- 
gute his pangs ; conscience like the 
tabled vulture of Prometheus preys 
on his vitals; even the partner of 
ell his other joys and affections, can 
take no part in this amazing woe. He 
seeks secret places to weep in, and 
ofien bedews his pillow with tears of 
anguish, of which the sharer of his 
couch is totally unconscious. Like 
David, ‘ there is no rest in his bones, 
by reason of his sin.” He discovers 
that the law writeth bitter things 
against him; he Jooks upward and 
beholds the swift and flaming arrows 
of divine vengeance uplifted, and 
ready to transtix him ; and wonders 
that they have not yet reached their 
destination, and hurled his guilty soul 
down to that abyss of destruction 
which he continually sees yawning at 
his feet. The world with all its flat- 
tering and seductive allurements, has 
no longer any charms for him; the 
beauties of creation have lost their 
power to please; every object, ani- 
mate and inanimate, seems to take 
part with the insulted majesty of 
heaven, and reproach him for having 
perverted it from its proper use ; 
the sun looks bright to every eye but 
his; in vain does the smiling land- 
scape present its varied scenery, the 
birds pour forth their melody, or the 
flowers dispense their odours, and 
display their rich and glowing co- 
lours ; all is a blank to him, the threat- 
ening cloud of divine wrath still im- 
pends over him, and spreads a dark 
veil of horror all around ; a gloomy 
and deathlike stillness seems to per- 
vade all nature~-the sad precursor of 
that eternal death which awaits him; 
und which he knows and feels he 
has justly merited. Does he turn his 
aching sight from external objects, to 
take a mournful survey within? Alas! 
what horrors attend the search ; he 
sees that ever faculty, every sense, 
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every member of soul and body, 
have been a host of traitors, in arms 
against their lawful sovereign, and 
himself their chief and leader. He 
is now convinced that it is, indeed, 
an evil and bitter thing to sin against 
the Lord ; he perceives not only the 
danger, but the abominable malignity 
of sin, above allits base ingratitude, 
as committed against the God of his 
mercies, who gave him life and 
breath, and all things; who hath 
nourished and brought him up, pre- 
served him from a thousand snares, 
and rescued him from a thousand 
deaths, and though provoked every 
day by his iniquities, destroyed him 
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not, but, with astonishing long suffer- 
ing, patience, and goodness, still wait- 
ed to be gracious. His crimes against 
his fellow-mortals have been many 
and great; but they are all merged 
in this one heart-rending consider- 
ation; the language of his soul ts, 
‘against thee, thee only, have I sinned,’ 
He goes mourning all the day long, 
abhors himself, and repents in dust 
and ashes. By these painful, but 
salutary exercises, his will is sub- 
dued, the heart of stone is taken 
away, and a heart of flesh given: nor 
during this sad night of mental dis- 
tress does the Lord, leave him wholly 
destitute ; oftentimes a faint ray of 
hope dawns on his path to guide the 
weary wanderer, and cheer his sink- 
ing spirits; he glorifies the justice 
of God, he knows that if he perishes 
it is by his own fault, for, alas! he 
has ‘destroyed himself.’ He knows 
that bis Almighty Judge is holy in all 
his works, and just in all his ways, 
and must and will do right—and this 
reflection produces such a submissive 
acquiescence in the divine will, that 
while there remains but a peradven- | 
ture in his favour, he can truly say, | 
that he experiences more pleasure in 
pouring out his soul in groans and 
dears for sin, and supplications for 
pardon, than in the possession of ev- 
ery thing this world can bestow. The 











Lord having thus made him willing | 
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in the day of his power, the seeds of 
hope, and faith, and love, are sown 
in his heart; but as yet their growth 
is impeded by the noxious weeds of 
errors and native corruptions, and 
the chilling frosts and fears of unbe- 
lief. He finds many great and pre- 
cious promises in the scriptures, but 
dares aot appropriate them to him- 
self. He knows there is a gracious 
Redeemer, who died for sinners, and 
who is able to save to the uttermost ; 
that he hath saved, and still doth 
save millions of perishing souls; he 
longs and pants to come to this dear 
Saviour, and really esteems him the 
chief among ten thousand, and alto- 
gether lovely, but the more minutely 
he examines his own heart, the more 
does he discover its abomination and 
desperate wickedness, and the more 
clearly does the heinousness of his 
guilt appear; he therefore, fears that 
the blessed Jesus will never receive 
him in his present state ; and under 
the influence of this dangerous mis- 
take, not unfrequently sets about a 
reformation in his own strength, prac- 
tices many duties, and submits to 
many selt-denials, and thus strives te 
acquire some small degree of per- 
sonal holiness by which to recom- 
mend himself. But the spirit of truth 
dees not suffer him to remain with 
this lie in his right hand, but, in due 
time, convinces him that Christ must 
do all in and for him, and that he 
can present nothing in aid of his ac- 
ceptance, but that which the Saviour 
hath previously bestowed, namely, a 
broken and contrite heart. He finds 
all his own efforts fruitless, his heart 
is deceitful, his passions ungovern- 
able, his spiritual enemies vigilant 
and powerful, his good resolutions 
unstable as water; and after labour- 
ing in vain in seekingthis secret, 
but unallowed righteousness, he is 
plunged into that profound state of 
self-despair, which prepares his heart 
for the reception of saivation, purely 
for, and by the merits of Jesus Christ 
alone. He deeply feels his own im- 
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nee and indigence—no longer 
says, ‘what shall | do to be saved ”” 
but renouncing himself, cries out, 
‘O wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me!’ These new dis- 
coveries of his utter helplessness, 
quicken his desires, increase his ar- 
dent longings, and excite earnest 
prayers for relief. The Holy, Spirit 
now shines on his own work, and 
convinces the penitent soul of the di- 
vine Redeemer’s righteousness, that 
it as absolutely perfect and sufhicient 
to justify even the most ungodly, that 
it is fettered by no clogging qualhifi- 
cation, no worth to be possessed, no 
duty to be performed, on the part of 
the recipient—but that it ts by an act 
of spontaneous grace, freely bestowed | 
on all who believe, without respect | 
to human merit. What a new and 
heavenly light now beams on his 





once benighted mind, enabling bun | 


to perceive the glory and beauty of 
the perfections of God in the face of 
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Jesus Christ. With what joy and won- 
der does he now hear the blessed 
sounds of the gospel of peace ; with 
what deep-felt rapture does he re- 
ceive its report, ‘that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto 
hunself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them,—that God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him, 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.’ Is there then (says he) 
mercy for me, the very chiefest of 
sinners? hath that God whom | 
have so long forgotten, so greatly of- 
tended ? Hath he indeed loved even 
guilty me! and loved me in so amaz- 
ing a manner as to send his own Son 
to save me? O how great the giver ; 


how undeserving the object who re- 
ceives it! ‘The once tempest-tossed 
and afflicted soul being now endued 
with faith to receive and appropriate 
the promises of the gospel, convinced 
of the willingness as well as the abil- 
tty of the Lord Jesus to save sinners 





and of the freeness, magnitude, and 
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illimitable fullness of his grace and 
compassion, comes with confidence 
and full purpose of heart to be saved, 
taught, and governed, by him alone, 
earnestly desirous that every thought, 
every power and every faculty of 
mind and body, may be brought into 
captivity, and devoted to the service 
of that Saviour who loved him, and 
washed him from his sins in his own 
blood. 
MAGDALENA, 





Letter on the Christian Faith. 


The following letter of Miss Hannah Sin- 
clair, the late daughter of Sir John 
Sinclair, to a younger sister, has been, 
through successive editions in England, 
attended with the most unqualified com- 
mendations by many uames of the first 
respectability. To these we could,were 
it necessary, unite the humbler tribute 
of our own. But we conceive its chief 
excellency to be, that it is adapted 
less to excite the admiration, than pro- 
mote the solid improvement of its readers 
in evangelical knowledge, and the distin- 
guishing virtues of the christian charac- 
ter. Its pious author departed this life 
May 22, 1818, in the peaceful and tri- 
umphant exercise of the faith aud hopes 
of the gospel. 


My Dear Catherine, 


There are few things which have 
afforded me more satisfaction, than 
the manner in which you, and your 
brothers and sisters, have  uni- 
fornily received the instructions 
which I have attempted to give you, 
on the subject of religion. The at- 
tention with which you have listened 
to me, the candour you have shown 
in appreciating my motives, and the 
good humour with which you have 
taken any thing | may have said to 
you in the way of reproof, shall ever 
be remembered by me with affection- 
ate gratitude. 

You expressed, some days ago. a 
wish, that | would put down in writ- 
ing, the substance of some of thesee 
conversations which have passed be- 
tween us, on this most important 
subject ; and with this request, 1 








be 
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shall most readily comply. 
only proceed, on your part, from a 
sincere deine of further instruction ; 


and though | am deeply conscious of |, 


my own inability to write on such a 
subject, as | could wish, yet, as Lean 
with truth say, that before I took the 
pen in my hand, | earnestly implored 
the divine blessing on my feeble et- 
forts, 1 am not without hopes, that 
they may net prove altogether in 
Vain. 

You are aware, that one of my 
chief aims has been, to impress upon 
your mind, by a variety of arguments 


and considerations, the superiority ot} 


what is called the Evangelical System 
of Keligion, over every other; and 


aiso to explain to you what that system }, 


is. It consists of several dotrines, 
closely connected with each other, 
and which will appear to be plainly 
revealed in scripture. 

The first of these doctrines, and 
the foundation of all the rest, 1 
of the deep depravity and corruption 
of human nature. This doctrine, in 
the main, is not, | beleve, denied by 
any ; but the evangelical preachers 
explain it in a different manner from 
what others do. I others it is con- 
sidered as a@ slight taint ;——by them 
it is represented as a deep pollution ; 
a total alienation of the heart from 
God, which is most culpable, and 
wholly inexcusable, in his sight. So 
far is man, in a state of nature, from |! 
loving God above all things, that there 
is scarcely any thing which he does 
not prefer to God. To the majority | 
of the world, what duty is so irksome, 
as that of prayer? What day so wea- 
risome as the Sabbath ? What time so 
long as that which is spent at church ? 
What books so uninteresting, as those 
which treat of religion ? 

Besides this dislike and repugnance | 
to the exercise of devotion, or in 
other words, to «ll manner of inter- 
course with God, there is, in fallen 
man, a spirit of disobedience, and 
rebellion against his Maker. 


, that | 


It is} 
true, that many of the persons bere |) 


It could | 
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described, do fulfil various moral du- 
ties, and so far obey his commands ; 
but they do not obey them because 
they are his commands, Generally 
speaking, some motive of interest, 
pleasure, or vanity, of self-gratifiea- 


tion of one kind or other, secretly 
influences them ; or if they do pay 


any regard to God at all, it is the tear 
of his wrath which prompts them, 


They do not obey, trom a sincere 
filial desire of pleasing him, but from 
‘dread of power, which they know 
‘cannot be resisted. 


Such ts man by 


nature, without any exception. ‘Ths 


charge may be brought with as much 
justice, against the decent and moral, 
us aguinst the vicious and profane. 
Nay, even the most eminent chris- 


tans, though this is no longer their 


i 








| character, will most re: ulily ac know- 


ledge that it was once so. They can 
all of thei remember a time, when 
they were exactly in the condition 
here described. Now, as God has 
repeatedly declared in scriptare, that 
he will on no account admit into his 
presence, those who are thus aliens 
ated from him, it follows of course, 
that if we live and die in this state, 
we must perish for ever; or, to use 
the Savious’s own words, * Except @ 
man be born again he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God’* The 
change which our Saviour alludes to 
‘in these words, is described in the 
bible, under a great variety of figures 
“and phrases, such as, ‘* being renew- 
ed,{ and sanctified ;{$—being adopted 
into the family of God ;§—deing no 
longer under the Law, but under 
| Grace ;\|\—having passed from death 
| to life, &c. &c.”") and St. Paul ex- 
| pressly says, ** [f any man be in Christ, 
oe is a new creature ;-—old things have 
(passed away, behold all things have 
become new ;”’** by which is plunly 

* John, iii. 3. 


+ 2 Cor, iv. 16; Ephes. 
iv. 23; Coloss, iii, 10. 


§ Rom. viii. 15 ; Galat. iv. 5,6; Ephes. i. 5. 
|} Rom. vi. 14, q John, Vs 24; ] John ji. 14, 
“* 2 Cor. v. 17, 


| t 1 Cor. i. 2; vi. 11. Rom. xv. 16, 
| 
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signified, not only that the change 
must be great, but that it must be 
universal, ‘ That all things must be- 
come new.’ 

To describe as plainly and as dis- 
tinctly as | can, wherein this change 
consists, shall be the purport of the 
remainder of this letter. May God 
grant that you, my dear Catherine, 
and every member of the family to 
which we belong, may know, by ex- 
perience, what it means ; for | must 
again remind you, that unless such a 
change be made upon every one of 
us, at some period or other of our 
lives, we are assured, by the Saviour 
himself, ‘ That we cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven.’* 

In describing this change, the first 
thing which | shall mention is, that 
every true convert, becomes much 
more sensible, than he ever was be- 
fore, of his need of a Saviour. 
Though all are ready to acknowledge 
themselves to be sinners, yet those 
who are in astate of nature, are not 
fully sensible of what St. Paul calls 
‘The exceeding sinfulness of sin ;’t 
but divine grace opens our eyes in 
that respect, shows us our depravity, 
bumbles us in the very dust, on ac- 
count of our manifold transgressions, 
and compels us to acknowledge there 
js justice in the sentence, which con- 
demns us to everlasting punishment. 
For to those whose eyes are thus 
opened to behold their guilt and dan- 
ger, the gospel becomes a joyful 
sound, and the Saviour is indeed pre- 
cious. ‘They can enter into the 
meaning of St. Paul’s words, when 
he says, ‘That he counts all things 
but loss that he may win Christ, and 
be found in him; not having his own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but 
the righteousness which is by fuith in 
him.t Instead of their former 
apathy and indiflerence about religion, 
they delight in reading about the 
Saviour ; in thinking of him ; in list- 
ening to those sermons of which he 

* John, iii. 3. 

4 Rom. vii. J9. f Philip. iii, 8, 9. 
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is the theme ;—and the chief desire, 
the most earnest wish of their hearts 
is, that they may be admitted to a 
further acquaintance, and to an inti- 
mate union with him. 

And here I would take notice of a 
peculiarity in the evangelical system, 
which was well explained by Mr. 
Grandy* in one of his sermons, and 
which I have often heard mentioned 
by Dr. Buchanan,t and other preach- 
ers of his clays. I mean, the distinc- 
tion of our Saviour’s righteousness 
into active and passive. His death 
and sufferings: form, what is called, 
his passive obedience. By them he 
made atonement for our sins. But 
you know that our Lord, while he 
was upon earth not only died, and 
suffered, before his death, a variety 
of tortures, but that he lived a most 
meritorious life, fulfilled all righte- 
ousness, and practised every virtue 
in utmost purity and extent. Now, 
a mere moral preacher would tell 
you, that he did this, on/y, that he 
might leave us an example, that we 
might follow his steps ; and no doubt, 
this was one end which he had in 
view, but it was not the sole, nor the 
chief end. Th® scriptures tell us, 
‘that he obeyed for us ;}—that he ful- 


Ailled all righteousness in our stead ;— 


that his righteousness is imputed to 
us :§—and that by his obedience, many 
are made righteous.’’\| We must then 
believe, not only that we are sinners, 
and stand in need of his blood to atone 
for our guilt, and to save us from 
hell; but that we stand in equal need 
of his righteousness, to entitle us to 
heaven ; that we can never claim any 
reward on account of our own defec- 
tive obedience, but solely on account 
of his all-perfect righteousness. 

Are we then sensible that we are 


* Vicar of Kingston. 

t One of the ministers of the Canongate, 
Edinburgh ; in whose sermons, as wel] as 
those of Mr. Grandy, the writer of this letter 
took a peculiar delight. 

i Roni. v. 19. § Rom. iy. 11. 

Rom, v. 19, 
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sinners ? Let us think of the blood of split, and suffer shipwreck. It is, 
Jesus, and believe that it cleanseth jj indeed, what none are brought to, 
from all sin.* Do we, on the other |; but by the effectual teaching of the 
‘hand, lament the many defects which || Holy Ghost; for though it may be 
attend even our best performances ! |] easy, in words, to renounce all de- 
Are we afraid that such an impertect ff pendence on ourselves, yet to feel 
obedience as ours is, can never be | in our hearts how lost and undone, 
acceptable to God? Let us think of}! how guilty and depraved we are, and 
him, who has perfectly fulfilled all |} how incapable of ourselves, of doing 
righteousness, and believe that his|j any thing that ts truly good, even of 
righteousness shall be imputed to us,}} thinking a good thought; and at the 
if we are only sincerely willing} same time to feel that implicit confi- 
that it should be so. I mean if wel} dence, and firm reliance on the Sa- 
sincerely, and trom the heart, renounce |} viour, which the bible requires, is 
all dependence upon ourselves, upon |} one of the hardest tasks which ever 
any thing we ever have done, or can]| was proposed to fallen man. It is so 
do in future, and rely solely and] contrary to his pride, and to his na- 
entirely onthe Lord Jesus for pardon, || tural notions ; and indeed it is so very 
salvation, and every spiritual blessing. || hard a task, that we might well des- 
This, believe me, is no easy matter. |] pair of ever being able to fulfil it, 
This is the rock upon which the great |} were it not for the promise of divine 
majority of the children of Adam do }} assistance. 


* 1 John, i. 7. 








(To be continued.) 


The XXXIX Articles of Religion collated with Texts of Scripture, 
(Continued from page 12.) 
ART. 18, 
They also are to be had accursed who presume to 


say, that every man shall be saved by the law or sect 
which he professeth, so that he be diligeit to frame his 


life according to that law, and the light of nature; 

For as many as have sinned without law, shall also perish without 
law ; and as many as have sinned in the law, shall be judged by the 
law. Rom. ii. 12. 

For holy scripture doth set out unto us cnly the 


name of Jesus Christ, whereby men must be saved. 

No man cometh to the Father but by me. John, xiv. 6. There is 
none other name given under heaven among men, whereby we must be 
saved. Acts, iv. 12. And this is the record that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life, 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 1 John, v. 11, 12. 

ART. 19. 
The visible church of Christ is a congregation of 


faithful men, 


Unto the church of God—sanctified in Christ Jesys, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours. 1 Cor. i. 2. Tothe saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ, which are at Colosse. Coloss. i. 2. 

Vol. II... No. 2. 6 
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in which the pure word of God is preached, 


Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Rom. x. 17. 
and the sacraments be duly administered according to 
Christ’s ordinance, in all those things that of necessity 


are requisite to the same. 

But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women. Acts, viii. 12. They continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayer. Acts, ii. 42. As often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord’s death till he come. 1 Cor. xi. 26. And they 
withstood Uzziah, the king, and said unto him, 1 appertaineth not unto 
thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, but to the priests, the sons 
of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary, 
jor thou hast trespassed ; neither sha// it be for thine honour from the 
Lord God. 2 Chron. xxvi. 18. And no man taketh this honour to bim- 
self, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. Heb. v. 4. Beginning 
from the baptism of John unto that same day that he was taken up from 
us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 
Acts, 1. 22. And he ordained twelve that they should ‘ong with bun, 
and that he might send them forth to preach. Mark, in. 14. And when 
they had ordained them elders in every church, and acy prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the L ord, on whom they believed. 
Acts, xiv. 23. After these things the Lord appointed other seventy 
also, and sent them two and two, into every city and place whither he 
himself would come. Luke, x. 1. 


As the church of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Anti- 
och, have erred, so also the church of Rome hath erred, 
not only in their living, and manner of ceremonies, but 


also in matters of faith. 
ART. 20. 


The church hath power to decree rites or cere- 


monies, 


Let all things be done decently, and in order. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. For 
this cause left Y thee in Crete that thou shouldst set in order the things 


that are w alias. and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed 
thee. Titus, i. 


and authority ; in controversies of faith ; 

And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this 

matter. Then pleased it the apostles and elders with the whole church 
to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch, with Paul and 
Barnabas ;—and they wrote letters after this manner. It seemed good 
unto us, being assembled with one accord to send chosen men unto you, 
who shall also tell you the same things by mouth ; for it seemed good 
to the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden, than 
these necessary things that ye abstain from meats, &c. Acts. xv. 6, 22, 
25, 27, 28, 29, I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went 
into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other 
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doctrine. 1 Tim. i. 3. A man that is an heretick after the first and 
second admonition, reject. Tit. ni. 10. 


and yet it is not lawful for the church to ordain any 
thing that is contrary to God’s word written, neither 
may it so expound one place of scripture, that it be re- 


pugnant to another. 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you. Matt. xxvin. 20. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God. 1 Pet. iv. 11. Let God be true, and every man a liar. Rom, 
iii. 4. Whether prophecy, let us prophecy according to the proportion 
of faith, [rule, or analogy of faith,—the inspired oracles. ] 

Wheretore, although the church be a witness and a 
keeper of holy writ, yet as it ought not to decree any 
thing against the same, so besides the same, [1. e. in 
addition to the scriptures, | it ought not to enforce any 


thing to be believed for necessity of salvation. 

What advantage hath the Jew? Much every way ; chiefly because 
that unto them were committed the oracles of God. Rom, iii. 2... What 
th.ng soever | command you, observe to do it ; then thou shalt not add 
thereto, nor diminish from it. Deut. xu. 32. But though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. Gal. 1. 8. Whether it be right 
in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye, 
Acts, iv. 19. 

ART. 21. 

This article is omitted by the American church, as being partly of a local and civil 

nature, and fully provided for in other articles. 
ART, 22, 

The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, pardons, 
worshipping, and adoration, as well of saints as of relics, 
and also invocation of saints, is a fond thing, vainly 
invented, and grounded upon no warranty of scrip- 


ture, but rather repugnant to the word of God. 
(Recapitulation.) 
Purgatory—a fond thing—vainly invented—repug- 
nant to the word of God— 

Jesus said unto him, [the dying malefactor,] verily I say unto thee, 
to-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. Luke xxii, 43. For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Heb, x, 
14. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin. 1 John i. 7. 
And another angel came, crying, thrust in thy sickle and reap ; for the 
time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 
Rey. xiv. 15. 

pardons—vainly invented, &c. 

To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses. Deut. ix. 9. 
None of them can by any means redeem his brother, or give to Goda 
ransom for him. Ps, xi. 1x. 7. The blood of Jesus Chri-t cleanseth ns 
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from all sin. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John i. 7, 9. 


Worshipping and adoration, as well of images as of 


relics, 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or the likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 7s in the water under the 
earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them. Ex. xx. 3,4. He 
{Hezekiah} removed the high places and brake the images, and cut 
down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses 
had made ; for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense 
unto it. 2 Kings, xviu. 4, 

also invocation of saints, 

As Peter was coming in, Cornelius—fell down at his feet, and wor- 
shipped him; but Peter took him up, saying, stand up; [ myself also 
amaman. Acts, x. 25, 26. The priest of Jupiter brought oxen and gar- 
lands unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people ; which, 
when the apostles Paul and Barnabas heard of, they rent their clothes and 
ran in among the people, crying out, and saying—we also are men of 
like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from 
these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and 
the sea, and all things that are therein. Acts, xiv. 13, 14,15. And I 
fell at his feet to worship him; and he said, see thou do ct not, | am 
thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of 
Jesus: worship God. Rey. xix. 10. There ts one God, and one me- 
diator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. ii. 5. He 
is’ able to save them to the uttermost, that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Heb. vii. 25. O 
thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. Ps. Ixv. 2. 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
Matt. iv. 10. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 1 John, v. 21. 

ART. 23. 


It is not lawful for any man to take upon him the 
office of public preaching, or ministering the sacra- 
ments in the congregation, before he be lawfully called, 


and sent to execute tie same. 


I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran; [ have not spoken to 
them yet they prophecied. Jer. xxii. 21. And no man taketh this 
honour to himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. Heb. v. 4. 
Leviticus vill. chapter throughout. And there came out a fire from 
the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered 
incense [without a commission from the Lord.] Num. xvi. 35. 


And those we ought to judge lawfully called and 
sent, which be chosen and called to this work by men, 
who have public authority given unto them in the con- 
gregation, to call and send ministers into the Lord’s 
vineyard. 








4820. 


45 
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The Holy Ghost said, separate me, Barnabas, and Saul, for the work 
whereunto | have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. Acts, ui. 2, 3. Neg- 
lect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy 
with the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. 1 Tim. iv. 14, rhe 
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same com- 
mit thou to faithful men who shall be able to teach others also. 2 Tim. 
ii. 2. I left thee in Crete that thou shouldst ordain elders in every 
city as 1 had appointed thee. Titus, i. 5. I put thee in remembrance 
that thou stir up the gift of God which is in thee, by the putting on of 
mv hands. 2 Tim. i. 6. Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you over- 
seers, to feed the Church of God which he hath purchased with his 


own blood. Acts, xx. 28, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


{Communicated for the Repertory. } 
Bheological Seminary of the Episcopal Church. 


In the United States, there is, pro- | 
perly speaking, no university. In} 
Harvard, which has the best claim to 
that title, it is understood that the 
theological department is not yet 
completely organized. In the best 
universities existing, there can be 
taught only the general principles of 
the different sciences. For those 
sciences which are made a profes- 
sion, theology, medicine, and law, 
distinct schools have been instituted, 
from which may be derived particu- 
lar information relating to each de- 
partment. ‘The science of theology 
is susceptible of several divisions, 
and by assigning these to distinct 
teachers, the greatest proficiency 
may be reasonably expected. 

Tosuch considerations the Chris- 
tians in our land have not been in- 
sensible ; and although the schools for 
the secular sciences are of earlier 
date, those for the divine science have 
been nurtured with much zeal, and 
have attained a flourishing maturity. 

Among the members of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church a lively 
interest on this subject has existed 
for at least nine years, and it has 








heen suitably increased by the suc- 


| To be continued. | 


DEPARTMENT. 


cess which has crowned the efforts of 
their brethren of other denomina- 
tions in this good cause. There isa 
consideration which ought to have 
great weight with Episcopalians. 
Their theological students have no 
public instruction whatever in the 
principles of their church, whereas 
the candidates in other churches have 
in their respective colleges theologi- 
cal instruction from professors of 
their own system,—an advantage of 
great importance whether they should 
avail themselves afterwards of the 
theological seminary, or not. Epis- 
copalians have no colleges under 
their direction. A good theologi- 
cal seminary will afford to improve- 
ment, both facilities and excite- 
ments. It will be beneficial to the 
whole church with which it is con- 
nected not merely by furnishing it 
with many able ministers, and thus 
raising the standard of the clerical 
character, but as a repository of 
knowledge to which all may have ac- 
cess, and an incitement to diligence 
and perseverance in the sacred office. 
‘Though I have all knowledge and 
have not charity [ am nothing.’ This 
apostolic maxim ought to be inscribed 
on the seminary. It can never be 


neglected in an institution governed 
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by the collected wisdom and piety of 
the church. Valuable as a fountain 
of knowledge, its chief excellency will 
be its solicitude to make the pupil 
meet for his Master’s service ; to 
check in early life the shoots of evil 
nature ; to cultivate the amiable, the 
benevolent, the holy dispositions, 
which providence and grace have 
implanted ; to prevent those habits, 
which the mature christian finds it so 
difficult to controul, and to form such 
as shall be favourable to future peace 
and to ministerial usefulness. In 
such a seminary, Elisha will, it is 
hoped, find an Elijah, and receive 
his mantle as he ascends to heaven. 
Samuel will be in a school of the pro- 
phets, and guided by their counsel, 
and animated by their example, he 
will be prepared in heart and mind 
for his holy function. Here Paul 
will find a better Gamaliel, an in- 
structer selected not by fond parents, 
but by the supreme council of the 
church, and will have companions 
whose friendship will be his solace 


while it fosters all the charities of 


life, and whose kindred employment 
will awaken all the energies of his 
understanding. Let it not be said 
that this is theory. Do we not find 
that lasting friendships are sometimes 
formed in our colleges and much 
more may they be expected in a sem- 
inary of young men who are destined 
to the same profession, and that the 
ministry of peace and good will? 
And how great blessings may be an- 
ticipated to that church whose minis- 
ters are of one heart ; who, though 
they may be absent in body, are to- 
gether in spirit—who go forth as a 
band of brothers to a common har- 
vest. Will knowledge damp the ar- 
dour of zeal or prevent the progress 
of piety in the heart? Here, too, 
Jet the appeal be made to experience. 
The young ministers who annually 
come forth from Andover and Prince- 
ton, and are spread over our exten- 
sive country,—ure they less zealous, 
Jess sincere in their devotion, than 
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‘their uneducated brethren? Are 


not these the men, who, as the heralds 
‘of the gospel, have willingly ex- 
changed their home and happy coun- 
try for the wilds of America, the de- 
serts of Africa and the despotism of 
Asia? Let us not then prognosticate 
danger in a theological seminary. If 
such a conjecture were ever admis- 
sible, it must now be rejected. The 
subject is no longer an experiment. 
Among the collateral benefits of a 
theological seminary, may be men- 
tioned an extensive library, contain- 
ing every book which has any claim 


| tomeril, or christian theology. There 





is no occasion for many such libraries 
in any country; for they are va- 
luable principally as sources of re- 
ference. But without at least, one 
such library, the artifices of infi- 
delity and error cannot be satisfac- 
torily exposed ; the aids of antiquity 
and genius cannot be obtamed, and 
the triumph of truth will not be com- 
plete. In such a library, the best 
writings of our own country, which 
in a few years will probabie be ir- 
recoverably lost, may be preserved 
for posterity. As a source of refer- 
ence, such a library would, of course, 
be accessible through the medium of 
correspondence, to the inquirer in 
the most distant part of our country. 
Connected with this will, naiurally, 
arise an order of men, the went of 
which will be more and more expe- 
rienced among us—a class of ca- 
pable authors in theology whose spe- 
cial office it is to defend, to illustrate 
and to enforce truth with the power 
of learning and science, of logic and 
rhetoric ; to meet the adversary with 
his own weapons ; and to bring to the 
aid of sacred principles, the know 
ledge and skill which may exhibit 
them in their full strength. That 
such a class of useful writers natu- 
rally springs from the institutions now 
considered, we need only refer to the 








professor Stuart, of Andover. And 


late able work on the Trinity, by 
ie our church furnish no defend- 








1820. 


ers of the faith? Shall she have no 
authors to promote her present wel- 
fare, and to speak to posterity ? The 
parochial minister is a most usetul 
character ; but there are men not 
fit for such a station who yet may be 
very useful in the department of 
writers. There are diversities 


and designed to promote the one 
Let not 


rit, 
great Cause of the gospel. 


the foot say to the hand ‘I have no! 


need of thee.’ There are ‘many 
inembers, yet but one body.’ 

It may be observed, that the dif- 
ferent periods of life invite to difler- 
ent occupations. The aged are less 
capable of active duty, while their 
experience and re put: ition qua! lity || 


Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church. 


of, 
gifts proceeding from the same spi-. 


Ay 


if they had the means of making the 
requisite preparation. But the in- 
crease of our clergy ought to be coa- 
‘sidered as a distinct: benefit to be 
expected from the seminary. Its 
existence would produce an excite- 
ment which would naturally lead pi- 
ous youth to turn their views to the 
ministry. And it might be reason- 
ably expected that some of these 
would be of independent fortunes, 
whose services in alter lite would be 
in a great measure gratuitous, and 
whose means would in various ways 
jsubserve the cause to which their 
‘minds and hearts had been conse- 
| crated, 
| It is obvious that to the proper es- 
tablishment of an institution, as here 


them for the office of counsellors. | sketc hed, it must have the combined 
Might not some of the venerable | assistance of piety, experience, and 
clergy, no longer able to preach the |, liberality. 


word, pass the evening of their days | 
most comtortably to themselves, and 1 useful ; 
‘endowment will be necessary. 


usefully for the church, in our theo- 
logical seminary ? 
not old, but yet inc: ipable of loud 
speaking, or of ‘much exercise, in such | 
a retreat prosecute learned research- 
es to the great benetit of that cause 
Which otherwise they can no longer 
serve. It will be perceived that a 
theological seminary, properly con- 
stituted, will have all the advantages 
without the objectionable arrange- 

meuts of amonastery. Here learned |, 
piety would breathe a proper atmos- | 
phere ; cultivate to the best advan- 
tage its faculties ; collect its advo- 
cates In one phalanx, and be engaged 
in her sacred work to the end of life. 


Anotfler collateral advantage of| 


such an institution would be the as- 
sistance afforded to indigent students. 
Properly endowed, education might 
be gratuitous to all, and maintenance 
in whole orin part afforded to the poor 

candidates. Such an arrangement 


would naturally lead tothe increase of 
the number of candidates, for it cannot 
be doubted that there are m: iny suit- 
able characters who would gladly de- 
vote themselves to the sacred office 


(| 
Might not others, | 


With moderate funds it may be 
but to its full effect a large 
but 
‘it cannot be useful, whatever sum it 
| may possess, unless it be directed by 
pie ty and wisdom. On this account, 

‘chiefly, it is occasion for gratitude 
‘and joy, that our seminary has been 
‘committed to the supreme council of 
‘ourchurch. If we cannot find these 
‘qualities here, alas! where shall we 
‘look ? 

| But for funds we look to the peo- 
ple at large. And shall we be disap- 
pointed ? Impossible! He who loves 
“his country—he who is attached to 
the institutions of our church—and 
ihe who sincerely prays ‘thy king- 
_dom come,’ will be patrons of the 
seminary. ‘The rich man from that 
stock which he appropriates to cha- 
rity and religion will draw for this 
'work the largest portion. And the 
widow who has but one mite will cast 
that mite into this treasury of the 
Lord. 

Is not a school for the clergy, for 
the instruction of the church, an in- 
stitution of unrivalled importance ? 
What purpose of benevolence, whe- 








ther we consider its character. its ex- 
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tensiveness, or its duration, can be 
compared with that which is rearing 
up benefactors to the immortal soul— 
to unborn generations—to human 
heings in every quarter of our globe? 
An United States Episcopalian, 





Lord Byron. 

Tire following extract from a Review of 
this celebrated Author’s poetry, supposed 
to have been written by Dr. Chalmers of 
Glasgow, was published originally in the 
Edinburgh Monthly Review. A more just, 
forcible, or highly finished delineation of | 
character has seldom been presented to 
the public eye. The justness and strength 
of colouring which the piece exhibits, could 
hardly have for their subject a more inter- 
esting original. 

“One unhappy characteristic of | 
the mind of Byron, too conspicuous 
in the greater part of his poetry, is 
that dark and dreary skepticism which 
has been observed and lamented by 
all classes of critics. It is not merely 
that his doubting soul is painfully 
suspended betwixt the hope of future 
existence and the dread of annihila- 
tion, but that, with an apparently 
tixed disbelief of futurity, he seems 
to mingle the most bitter scorn of all 
its bright promises. His is not a 
spirit agitated with doubts, and breath- 
ing out its sadness in low and melan- 
choly murmurs. ‘The sentiment of 
infidelity is in the mind of the poet, 
not diffident and quiescent, but 
fiercely and vindictively active—not 
a dreary shadow, oppressing and 
darkening the intellect, but a foul 
and pregnant cloud to which the 
spark of passion is unceasingly applied, 
It is not the dream of a speculative 
mitellect, prisoned in the toils wrought 
by its own fitful activity, and strug- 
gling for liberty and life in the grasp 
of the subtle enchantment ; but the 
dark and troubled movement of a 
wayward imagination, grappling, in 
proud detiance, with the terrors of 
that etermity which it dares not meet 
im the sobriety of reason. This atti- 
tude of defiance and contempt is not 





the natural one of calm and assured 
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skepticism ; there lurks a thick drop 
of believing terror in the inmost re- 
cesses of that bosom which discharges 
the poison of its contumely against 
the awful truths of religion. It is the 
dead weight of perverted passion 
alone, that could have degraded the 
mounting spirit of Byron into the 
scorner of the lofty destiny of his 
nature ; and his upward energy, sup- 
pressed but unextinguished, yet 
heaves and palpitates beneath the 
incumbent load. The skepticism of 
Byron is not like the philosophic 
wandering of Lucretius, through the 
dark regions of speculation, where 
the bewildered spirit clasps some 
disordered phantom, sprung from its 
own chaotic agitations, as the crea- 
tive and upholding power of universal 
nature. The spirit of the modern 
poet does not pretend to have com- 
pleted, or even attempted, the giddy 
round of philosophical speculation, 
returning from the cheerless voyage 
with the usual freight of fictions and 
absurdities. The infidelity of Byron, 
is avery repulsive species of bold, 
uninguiring, contemptuous dogma- 
tism. It is not the trembling ague of 
the understanding, but the bad and 
burning fever of the heart. Hence 
it is, that it develops itself—not in 
modest doubt and compassionable 
hesitation—not under the type and 
with the symptoms of a disease purely 
intellectual—but in starts of phren- 
zied and infectious profanity ;—in 
grumbling reproach and deep re- 
sentment, compared with which the 
levity of Voltaire himselfés but the 
sting of an insect to the rabiderocity 
of a tiger. 

‘* It is impossible, we should think, 
that Byron can be ignorant how much 
he thus loses as a poet, and a man of 
genius. He must know that the lof- 
tiest and most magnificent field upon 
which his spirit could expatiate, is 
that which is displayed—not by the 
truths of religion themselves, for they 
are too solemn and awful to be 
touched with impunity even by the 





Tn ae 


ager: DoT 


Rove 


on P 


pee aa 


+ ORME 8 





" 
ag 
Es 
e 


7 NR, Eg 


poet 





1820. 


most vigorous efforts of profane in- 


spiration, but by that countless mul- | 
titude of everlasting and ennobling | 
associations which they create, and | 
to which the highest spirit of poetry | 
loves to give form and reality. There | 
is no theme which may not be exalted 
by the proper use of such assocta- | 
tions—and none which may not be | 
degraded by their exclusion. The | 
sentiments of religion, indeed, form) 
the noblest elements of the poetry of 
homan nature, for they announce that | 
lofty aspiration after other than the | 
vulgar and sensible things of this} 
world, which is characteristic of hu-| 
manity in all its gradations of exist-| 
ence. ‘The rude and early periods of: 
society have been supposed, and with| 
justice, to be propitious to the more} 
genuine, unconstrained, and imagina- 
tive flights of poetry : they are, as it 
were, the cradle of the divine art, 
where it is seen in all its innocence 
and simplicity. Yet these are the 
periods when that skepticism which 
is generated in the laborious trifling 
of a disciplined but enfeebled under- 
standing, is unknown, and where the 
voice of nature speaks, even amid 
the most fantastic mythological aber- 
rations, of that immortality which 
civilization dares to doubt or to des- 
pise. 

‘** But if this be true, even of the 
uncouth and often unintelligible fic- 
tions of heathen mythology—if the 
great poets of classical antiquity 
would have forfeited, in a great de- 
gree, their hold over the spirit of 
mankind, had they been coldly indif- 
ferent towards the elements of gran- 
deur and sublimity which mingled | 
themselves even with the superstition 
of their age—how much more is that 
poet to be pitied for his infatuation, 
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unextinguishable sentiments of natural 
religion itself. Let lord Byron be- 
ware, and not exult too much in the 
popularity which his genius has 
achieved, but which his temerity may 
yetforfeit. He is a great poet indeed: 
his country has owned his claims with 
ideferential homage and respect; it 
has cherished his rising glory with 
unexampled ardour. But let him not, 
intoxicated with adulation, imagine 
;for a moment that he is among the 
‘very greatest of English poets, or 
| that we could not afford, to allow his 
| name to perish in that neglect which 





ihe has appeared to brave }y his au- 


dacious pollutions.”’ 


The external and incidental character of 


\| the militant church of Christ, comprebend- 


ing the “general company of faithful peo- 
ple”? is subject to occasional, and very ob- 
vious variations, corresponding to the ever- 
changing dispensations of an overruling 
Providence. In one age we perceive the 
practice of christians distinctly marked, 
and even their manner of conceiving of the 
doctrines of the gospel, tinctured, with a 
rigid and self-denying austerity, verging to 
misanthrepy. In another, when external 
dangers have ceased to menace the secue 
rity, and external afflictions to molest the 
repose of the church—when returning quiet, 
and increasing light have enlarged the 
views of christians respecting the liberty 
and privileges bequeathed to them in the 
gospel, the visible character of christianity 
sustains a corresponding alteration. Such, 
too, is the imperfection of human judgment, 
aud the perverseness of hyman nature, that 
every variation is subject to abuse, and li- 
able to be pushed to unwarrantable lengths. 
The evils seen to have arisen out of for- 
mer errors of an opposite description, also 
greatly encourage this tendency. The 
presence of the Holy Spirit with his church, 
alone, can preserve it from extravagance, 
error, and apostacy. No external advan- 
tages can do it. The past history of chris- 
tianity, with all the beacons which it ex- 
hibits for our warning, and all the dear- 








who not only neglects to avail himself 
of all the lofty resources which are | 
opened to him in the system of a 
purer religion, but contemptucusly 
excludes them, and strives to cast 
ridicule on all the higher mysteries | 
of revealed faith, as well as upon the | 
Vol. IL....No. ID. 


bought lessons which it displays for our 
instruction, are not sufficient, of themselves, 
to guide us aright, or preserve us from fall- 
ing. ‘The accumulating comments of the 
pious and the learned, on the sacred or- 
acles, and their voluminous explications of 
the doctrines of salvation, however invalu- 





able when used im subserviency to the spirit 
‘ 
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of grace, are equally ineffectual without | 
it, To the assurance, and eudless joy of 
the people of God, it is promised that *God 
shall give the Holy Spirit to them who ask 
him:’ ‘Ask and ye shal) receite, that your 
joy may be full.” God's unchanging ‘love 
for his own, is the ultimate anchor of all 
our hopes; but the direct and proper mode 
of giving exercise to our faith, is by inces- 
sant application to the duty of prayer. 
The character of the present times, or ra- 








ther of the christian church at this period, 
is distinctly marked. We have good rea- 
sons for reyoicing—and for mourning—over 
the actual state of things. The future 
teems with great events. ime only can 
reveal the nature of them, We have rea- 
son to tremble: we are permitted to hope: 
and we arg commanded to pray. A dis- 
tinguishing feature of the christianity of the 
nineteenth century is that of active and 
expansive zeal, in disseminating its bles- 
sings. Next to this, whatever partial ex- | 
ceptions may exist, we conceive to be an} 
increasing harmony of views, and liberality 
of feeling, among the truly spiritual mem- 
bers of the different sects of christians. 
Perhaps a more gratifying instance of the 
approximation of one body of christians 
in their principles and practice, to those 
usages of others, which it had previously 
signalized itself in opposing, can hardly be 
found, than that furnished by the Baptist 
churches of this country, in relation to the 
importance of literary and theological pre- 
paration fox the gospel ministry. It is now 
an almost universal sentiment of christians 
in the United States, that a radical renewal 
of the heart by the Holy Spirit of God, is 
an essential qualification—and that next to 
it, a sound education is the most important 
and desirable ingredient of the clerical cha- 
racter. The views of the Baptist churches 
ef the United States, as represented in 
their general convention of April last, on 
this subject, are fully disclosed in the fol- 
lowing extract from their annual address. 
We congratulate them on their accession to 
these liberal sentiments. In proportion as such 
principles obtain among us, we may expect 
to witness the diminution of bigotry—that 
surest and most disgusting trait of igno- 
rance. To these Views we most heartily 
subscribe; and presume they will meet the 
cordial ¢oncurrence of most of our readers. 


EpiTors. || 





~~ 


Extract from the Address of the Baptist General 
Convention. 

“We are far from thinking that 

learning can make a minister of 

Christ: We are assured that un- 
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sanctified literature, as well as supe- 
rior talents, elevated stations, riches, 
and wordly honours, may prove a 
great curse ; and that it has been of- 
ten abused to the vilest of purposes, 
It is still one of the excellent attain- 
ments of the Christian: He must add 
to his faith and virtue, knowledge. 
It enters into the character of those 
able pastors promised by God to his 
church—they ure to feed men with 
knowledge. Ministers, according to 
our sentiments, must be gracious 


|men, renewed and sanctified by the 


Spirit of God; they must possess 
gifts from Christ for their office ; and 
must be called of God to engage in 
it. But these gifts they may either 
neglect or improve ; according to the 


intimation given in the exhortation of 


Paul to Timothy: * Neglect not the 
gift that is in thee ;’ ‘Give attention 
to reading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine ;? ‘Study to show thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth ;’? ‘ Medi- 


tute on these things; give thyself 


wholly to them; that thy profiting 
may appear to all.’ Here their duty 
as well as danger is described. The 
word of God declares, that the pastor 
must not be a novice; that he must 
be apt to teach; and must speak ina 
manner easy to be understood ; which 
no man can do, unless he is well ac- 
quainted with the subject on which 
he discourses. 

The sentiment commonly received 
by those ip think learning unim- 
portant, is, that the Scriptures re- 
quire shied who have obtained pro- 


per evidence that they are called of 


God to preach the Gospel, to engage 
immediately in the work ; that they 
may expect deficiencies in know- 
ledge to be supplied by supernatural 
aid; and that to seek any other, 
would amount to disobeying the Di- 
vine command, and relying on an arm 
offlesh. In confirmation of this sen- 


timent, the calling of the apostles, as 
generally unlearned and ignorant men. 
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is referred to; and the sending out | or in other words, our interest in 
ef others to preach, immediately on | Christ, by casting out devils, healing 
their conversion. But, we apprehend || the sick, treading on serpents, and 


that the view ordinarily taken of the 
subject, in this argument, and the 


reasoning made use of in its appli-} 
minister ought to possess, without the 
‘use of suitable measures. 
may be asked, who, however pious, 
,or graciously disposed, has obtained 


sation to modern times, is not strictly 
just. Although unlearned and igno- 
rant, previous to their being called to 
the apostleship, they were taken 
under the immediate care and teach- 
ing of Him who spake as man never 


spake, and who had all the depths of 


wisdom and knowledge ; and during 
the time of his public ministry, a 
term of from three to four years, they 
enjoyed this advantage. To secure 
the benefit to them, they were not 
only present at his discourses, which 
were delivered in common to the 
multitude ; but received private in- 
structions from him, when he ex- 
pounded to them all things that they 
had heard him deliver in public ; and 
even then they were directed to wait 
at the city of Jerusalem, tll they 
were endued with power from on 
high, or baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
before they went out on their great 
mission. This power from on high, 
this baptism of the Holy Ghost, which 
included the gift of miracles, tongues, 
and inspiration, comprehended much 
more in point of knowledge, than any 
scheme of instraction, which can be 
taught in the ordinary days of chris- 
tianity. 


— ———— 


drinking deadly poison without hurt, 
as to attain the knowledge of things 
human and divine, which a gospel 


Yea, it 


the knowledge of any language, art, 
or science, or even to read, or know 


‘letters, without the use of rational 


means and particular application ? 
Then should he be considered as 
disobeying God, with respect to the 
Gospel ministry, who is applying 
himself with diligence and fathful- 
ness, to the use of those means by 
which he may gain necessary im- 
provement, which will fit him to 
| pursue the work with due prepara: 
tion ?”” 


Osirvary. 


Died, in the City of Washiugton, on the 5th 
of August last, after a short but distressing 
illness, Joshua Dawson, Esq. a member of 
the congregation of St. John’s church, in 
the 63d year of his age. 

The following biographical and character- 
istic sketch of Mr. Dawson, is from the 
discourse of the Rev. William Hawley, 
delivered on the Sunday succeeding his 
interment, 
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This, we see, they enjoyed, | quence of the recent death of one of 


The toregoing remarks, my brethg 
ren, have been suggested in conse# 


in addition to the personal teaching | the vestry, and a member of this con- 
a J? 


they had received trom their Divine 
Master. 

The sending out of others imme- 
diately, if not upon some special 
message, wes upon this general prin- 
ciple, that they were to expect the 
aid aflorded in miraculous times. 
This, therefore, does not authorize 
the expectation of that assistance, 
when it is evident, from the common 
experience of the church, miracles 
have ceased, but not the gracious 
aid by the Spirit’s influence. As 
well might we now expect to prove 
our faith as connected with salvation, 





gregation. 
~ Mr. Dawson, whose sudden de- 
parture from this world, has clad in 
mourning a numerous cirle of friends 
and acquaintances, sustained a char- 
acter of no ordinary kind, 

In every department of life, he 
filled the station he occupied, with a 
scrupulous regard to his integrity as 


\ aman, to his usefulness as a citizen, 


‘to his reputation as a professor of the 
‘gospel of the Son of God. 

| Nearly forty years of his life has 
been spent in the public service, 

| Shortly after the revolution, when 
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2 Obituary of Joshua 
the present Federal Government was | 
organized, he obtained a clerkship in | 
the Department of the Treasury, | 
which he continued to occupy, with 
undiminished reputation, until the | 
day of his death. 

For some years previous to his 
death, he occupied the place of first | 
clerk in the Kegister’s office, and: 
enjoyed the unlimited confidence of | 
his pious friend, Joseph Nourse, esq. | 
under whose superintendence that), 
department is placed. | 
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the sordid calculation of * protit and 
loss,”* in respect to the great interests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
cheerfully to engage, with all his 
means and influence, in every under- 
taking, which, in his judgment, was 
calculated to promote the prosperty 
of the church and the happiness of 
mankind. 

But his christian character in other 
respects, is equally, if not more, in- 
teresting. 

As a parent, he was tender and af- 


The faithfulness and punctuality | fectionate to his children, and taught 


with which he discharged the duties , 
of this station, secured to him the ! 
public approbation and the friendly ; 
regard of all lis acquaintance. } 
After the erection of St. John’s | 
church, he was elected by the Vestry 
one of the Wardens, an othce, consid- 
ered by the church, the imost re- 


them, both by precept and example, 
to ‘sel their aifections on things above 
and not on things on the earth.’ 

In the management of his temp ral 
affairs, while he anxiously se: ht 
their happiness and prosperity, he 
broke through the too common prac- 
tice of hoarding up all his gains for 





spectable of any im the gift of the | the agerandizement of his family, and 
congregation, which he attentively | ever considered it an imperious duty 
fulfilled with religious fidelity, and | enjoined by the religion he professed, 
we humbly hope, with the approba- ) to appropriate a liberal portion of his 


tion of his God, until he was chosen | 
a member of the Vesiry. | 

In this situation he continued to ex- | 
ert himself, and, with unwearied dili- |! 
genee, endeavoured to promote its | 
interest and prosperity ° | 

No demand upon his time, not in- | 
consistent with lis officral duties— | 
mo pecumary responsibility in’ his! 
power—no call upon his purse, con- | 
sistent with the amountof bis salary, / 
Was too great to deter him from a) 
cordiai co-operation in every under- } 
taking whien atlorded a reasonable | 
promise of benetit to the church, and } 
the cause of religion. } 

In every thing of this nature he | 
appeared to act woter the intluence | 
ot ine Jove of God, iid made every \ 
temporal consideration give place to | 
the more important concerns of! 
eternity. 

His faith was strong, and his reli- 
ance upon the divine promises, that! 


' 
' 


} 


‘all things shall work together for |) 


‘with the 
| 
church. 


income to acts of charity. 

from the best information we can 
obtain, it was his constant practice 
annually to bestow more than one 


tenth of his salary on the various 


benevolent institutioys in this e:ty, 
and for those purposes connected 
welfare of the christian 
A liberality rarely to be 
inet within these days, but highly 
worthy of our imitation. 

But when we follow him into his 
more retired walks, and mark his 
conduct within the small circle of his 
personal friends, we cannot fail of 
seeing much to admire and commend. 

The divine command ‘to visit the 


-fatherless and widows in their affiic- 


tion, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world,’ in his conduct was, 
perhaps, as far as in any case that 


“almost ever occurred, literally ful- 


filled. 
For more than nine years has he 


| | been the father of the fatherless and 
good to them that love God,’ was ||the widow’s friend. 


such, as enabled hum to rise above || 


On the demise of an old and inti- 
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mate friend in the year 1811, he, 
unsolicited, came forward and took 
his afflicted family under his own 
direction. Since that period, he has 
been their protector, their counsellor, 
their guide, their familiar friend ; se 
much so, that the orphan looked ap 
to him as to a tather, and the widow 
confided in him as her best earthly 
companion. 

When we look into this domes- 
tic circle, and see him, as his prac- 
tice was, calling around him the 
members of this family, and with 
humble reverence leading their de- 
vyotions at the throne of grace ; when 
we see him discharging all those re- 
lative duties which so warmly endear- 
ed him to their hearts; when we 
follow him to his grave, and witness 
the sighs of his nomerous friends, and 
the tears of the widow and the or- 
phan watering the place of his quiet 
repose, and with aching hearts bid- 
ding hima long farewel,—the desire 
of the poet respecting his own me- 
mory seems to be realized inthis case. 





** Let me please 

The sacred tew, let my remembrance live, 

Embosomed by the virtuous and the wise ; 

Make me, O Heaven! by those who love 
thee, loved: 

So when the widow’s and the orphan’s tears 

Shall sprinkle the cold dust in which I sleep, 

Pompless, and trom a scornful world with- 
drawn, 

The laure] 2. seseecseseeeee Shall shoot, 

So watered into life, and mantling, throw 

Its verdant honours oer my grassy tomb.”” 

The closing scene of his mortal 
existence, although sudden and unex- 
pected, was still more interesting 
than any thing we have mentioned. 

His'bodily sufferings, which at times 
were very great, he bore with chris- 
tian fortitude and resignation. Not a 
murmur escaped his lips. 

As the outward man decayed, he 
was strengthened with might in the | 
inner man, and with confidence look- 
ed beyond the grave for the consum- 
mation of those jovs which this world 
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1 of his Redeemer, and bowed subnus 
| sively to bis will. 

The tervency with which he pray 
ed, but a short time before his de 
parture, that God would be with him 
and support him, and keep him from 
\talling, that he would smooth his way 
to the tomb, and through faith in the 
i}merits and atonement of his Saviour, 
errant hin admission inte the kingdom 
of his glory, made his sick and dying 
chamber rather a place of joy, than 
of sorrow. 

Supported by the assurance of futh, 
inthe redemption that is mm Christ 
Jesus, he calmly sunk to rest, and 1s, 
no doubt, at this time, inthe enjoyment 
of the unspeakable ftelicity of heaven, 

My christiin friends, from his 
bright example let us take courage 
and renew our diligence in the divine 
lite, so that when our end shall ap- 
| proach, when our heart and strength 
i shall tail, we may follow our departed 
friends to those mansions of eternal 
rest which God has prepared tor all 
who love hin. 





A New 
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ommunicated.) 
© Select Portions from the authorized 
version of the whole Book of Psalms, in me- 
| tre, with the Hymns annexed.” Published 
j by E. J. Cole, Baltimore. 

This volume is very handsomely execut- 
ed, and is embellished with a neat appro- 
priate engraved trontispiece. 





[tis designed 

for the use of the members of the Protestant 
Episcopal chureh, in public and private 
| worship. end arrangement, by 
inserting only those verses which are adapt- 





Selection 


ed for general or particular use, and ar- 
ranging them in such manner as to give 
them full effeet, appear to be the objects of 
this work, 

It has been printed under the superin- 
tendence of the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, 
and several of the clerey of Marvlaud. The 
selections amount to upwaids of two hun- 
dred and twenty, and are said to contain 
‘all the most beautiful and devout portions 


of the Holy Psalter.” A similar work has 


| been in-use in the Protestant Episcopal 


churches, both in England and in Iveland ; 


> 











cannot give. He expressed no anxious | 
desire to be restored to health, 
but committed himself into the hands 


and itis expected this publication will be 
acceptably received by the churches in this 





country, tor whom, and with great care anc 
attention, it has been prepared, 


| 
| 
| 
/ 
' 
‘ 


aS SE 


el eniBar 
——_— 


nn anaemia 


SRS EEE EE oo RE RS 


XS 


SaaS 


a 


RE TST eT NTL 


— — 


nen 


So ae ann ome 








i} 
ie 
p 

| 

| 
i 
a 





— 


-: 


} 








54 Review...Rev. Mr. Ravenscroft’s Discourses. 


SLPT EMBER, 


REVIEW. 


A Sermon preached iu St. Paul's Church, Merandria, at the opening of 
th® Virginia Convention, May 11, 1820. By Rev. John 8. Ravens- 
croft, of St. James Parish, Meckle nburs County, Va. Philadelphia, 
printed, pp. dl. vo. 


A Sermon on Regeneration: by Rev. John S. Ravenscroft of St. James 
Parish, Mecklenburg County, Va. Preached at St. James Church, Phila- 
delphia, May 30th, 1820, Printed Washington City, July, 1820. 


Generally, no more fallacious test |) very different kind from that which 
of the merits and useful tendency of jit is the business of Christ’s minis- 
a religious discourse can be adopted, || ters, to produee—and by which alone 
than the facet of its publication, ‘The || the great end of their commission can 
partiality which authorship begets in |{be fulfilled. Estimating the character 
the mind, to its own productions— jjof the popular compositions of the 
the amiable but undiseriminating bias |lday, which meet us in the shape of 
of friendship—and the complimen- {religious discourses, by the maxims 
tary tribute which mere custom of-||which governed the labours of the 
ten exacts-—are all circumstances de- || Apostles, and the example furnished 
cidedly against a rigid estimate of the || by the tenor of our Lord’s instructions, 
intrinsic value of an oceasional dis- |} how many, which are unfortunately 
eourse, either by those who ask, or|}honoured with general applause, 
him who furnishes, a copy for the |} would exact butthe tribute of asigh! 
press. But it is not wholly to the But among the publications of the 
ordinary bias, or the necessity of pub- |} present tume there are many noble 
lication, arising from these causes, } exceptions, which the christian, tru- 
that We are indebted for the profusion | ly taught of God, will delight to re- 
of indifferent productions with which j cognise amidst the fatiguing variety of 
the religious world abounds. A ser-}| indiflerent productions, with which 
mon may exhibit an exquisitely pol-|jthey are surrounded. ‘To rescue 
ished surfuee—an imposing brilhancy } these from the general oblivion to 
of expression—and the rarest exact- | which, in common with the ephem- 
ness of method, and solidity of struc- eral literature of the day, they would 
ture—in short, may possess all those || else soon be consigned, is a-service 
qualities ina very high degree, which! which this class of our readers will 
constitute the ordinary passport. to | duly appreciate. The sacred pleasure 
the press, and still be unfit tor pub-|) which kindles in the bosom of the 
lication. As an evangelical compo- || truly spiritual christian in the peru- 
sition, it may be cold, languid, ob- | sal of productions of this stamp—in 
scure. ‘The light which glows on its | which a holy disinterestedness of mo- 
surlace, may proceed from an un-] tive, an honest solicitude for the glory 
sanctified understanding, and like that |] of God, a fervent love of immortal 
reflected trom polar ice-fields, freeze || souls, and conceptions sublimated, 
what it illumines. The sturdiest|/and chastened by the ‘ inspiration of 
strain of argument may figure like | the Holy Spirit,” are apparent in the 
funeral pageantry, inthe procession || mind of the author, is known only 
of an emaciated and inanimate the-||by those who can feel it. Every 
ology. However strong and durable || conception meets in his own bosom 
the impression made by the delivery a responsive sentiment: his faith 
or perusal, on the judgment or the | finds its proper aliment ; his under- 
passions, the effect may still be of ajjstanding is enlightened—his judg; 
i 
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ment convinced—his heart softened 
and subdued—and the purposes oft 
his life, pay a voluntary homage 


to the mild and holy authority ot 


the gospel, In these effects, the 
true ends of 
tion are attamed. 
is inculeated. The proper impres- | 
sion is made. The reader has ob- 
tained a spiritual benetit. ‘The em- 
pire of grace, whose seat is the 
heart—whose produce ts ‘ righteous- 


evangelical istruc- 
‘The true wisdom }, 


ness and 
Holy Ghost’—and whose end is 
eternal life, is extended and con-} 
firmed. 
dation which religious discourses de- 


rive from a skilful arrangement of 
their topics, and that combination of | 


inferior graces in which the felicity 
of style consists, 
to be slighted ; but destitaté of these 
advantages, they may still carry to the 
heart a powerful impression of the 
grandeur of evangelical truth—ant! 
be eminently sutted to advance the 
great interests of truth and piety. 
These remarks are suggested by an 
examination of Mr. Ravenscrott’s two 
discourses before us. ‘They 
racterized throughout as the pro- 
ductions of a superior mind—consti- 
tutionally bold, original, and dis- 
criminating. And to its natural 
strength, no ordinary degree of cul- 
tivation has been superadded. But 
the mere literary reader will tind 
little in the perusal of them, to feed 
the eye of fastidious criticism. ‘The 
cadences will often fall aumusical 
and abrupt, on his delicate and prac- 
tised ear. No sparkling antitheses, 
no full and laboured periods—no- 
thing of a subdued and chastened 
exactness of diction—no excursive 
flichts of imagination, will occur to} 
invite or reward his search. Were 
it to our purpose, to indulge in a 
needless precision of philological re- 
mark on their execution, several 


strong examples of the reverse of 


these characteristics, might be point- 
ed ont. But the style. uniformly 


Ravénscroft's Discourses. * 


peace, and joy in the 


The incidental recommen- | 


are by no means | 


are cha- | 






) ststains that simp le and becoming el- 
pevation, whieh attends the 
operations of a mind masculine and 
jdiscriminating im its character, free 
4 and dignitied in its movements, and 
| ocenpied, even to soliettude, with 
the noblest and holiest of all subjects. 
f \s specimens of pulpit eloquence, 
r 
| 


always 


they are respectable ; and to this cha- 

‘acter they were evidently brought 
without effort, ora partic ular design 
on the partof the author. ‘The im- 
von which they are calculated to 
produc e on the understanding and 
‘feelings, as strong and distinct ; but 
results fromthe whole development 
) of the subject which they respectively 
jafford, and not trom the torce or 
britliancy of the details. To this el- 
feet, the unity of de ‘sign which ts 
strictly preserved throughout, ereatly 
} contributes. The divisions are nat- 
Vural and perspreuous ; and a happy 
jraedintm is attamed in filling the out- 
jlines of the plan in which we have 
j Coplousness without redundaney— 
| and an inte resting particularity of dis- 


t 
' 


(cussion, without a fatiguing minute 


hhess of detail. 
fa one characteristic of these dix- 
) courses, their comeidence with the 
oaepecsigy of the Episcopal Church, 
and we confidently beleve, with the 
li sacred oracles, ia strikingly and very 
hap pily evinced. ‘The e positions 
(which the \ furnish of some of the 
b leading doctrines of C hristianity, are 
equally removed trom a declamatory 
Saale ‘finiteness on the one hand, and 
the affected precision of scientifical 
definition on the other. ‘The truths 
cof Revelation are distinctly and im- 
} pressively stated. ‘They are urged 
with becoming warmth and serious- 
! ness—but they are stated as the ob- 
Hye cts of faith, and not of carnal specu- 
Hlation : as vevadied rather for our 


——_—- 


| belief, and direction in duty, than for 
(the entire comprehension of our lim- 
ited understandings. 

Betore adducing the extracts with 
which we propose to complete this 


| ° eum 
article, it rs due te the great goeduess 
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} Te he , > ft d Z 
ef God, in revisiting the dilapidated || | authority by which they were enacted and 


and prostrate Hypiscopal C hurch of 
Virginia with the true light of life, 
and the vivifyimg imiluences of his 
Holy Spirit, to state for the informa- 
tion of our distant brethren, that as far 
as the ministry of the word has been 
concerned in this great event, the 
sermons under consideration afford a 
just specimen of the general charac- 
ter of the preac hing, in respect « of 
the doctrines inculeated, and the 
manner of dispensing them. These 
doctrines are dear to the partially 
resuscitated church of Virguna. The 
faith and hopes of her pious commu- 
nicants have no other foundation. 
And to all, who believe, 


not fil to prove the wisdom and pow: | 


er of God to eternal salvation. 


It deserves also to be recorded, as | 
circumstance attending 


a gratuying 
the publication of these discourses, 
that the copy was solicited and ob- 
tained, for the press, not in comphi- 
ance with a mere complimentary | 
usage, but by the earnest desire of | 
such pious individuals as had derived || 
froin hearing them a spiritual benefit, | 
which they were desirous of perpe- 
tuating and extending, by a subse- 
quent perusal. 
Mr. Ravenscroft's Conventional | 
discourse is founded on 
Pr. Thess. in. 
ef God, 
pel, even so we speak, not as pleasing 
mien, but God which trieth our hearts,’ 


4.—‘* but as we were allowed |! 


After indulging in the congratula- 
tory retlections suggested by the inte- 
resting occasion, the author teelingly 


de ‘plore s the contrast which a com- | | 


puison of the primitive with the | 
modern profession of christi: unity, 
but too generally exhibits. 


“Time was, when the power of divine || 


truth showed itself by those fruits of faith |) 
aud obedience, which marked the reverence 
and submission due to © thus saith the Lord. 
When Christians were ‘of one heart and 


one min ' with one mouth » glorily! ing God; 


when the 
the Gospel, derived their importance and |! 
etticacy 


administered ; when assurance of faith, 
‘and comfort of hope, were the joint fruit a 
internal conviction, and outward certamty, 
that the things spoken unto them, 
not the wisdom Of contrivance of men, 


' butthe word of God. Time is, and woeful 


were 





they can- | 


| 


{| 


> ————— 


? | 
to be put in trust with the Gos- | 
| 


>) 





if viewed in reference 
to the Gospel, when, with the same, perhaps 
greater necessity, and with equivalent 
means, these blessed effects are lost sight 
of in a great degree; and in Christian 
lands, our own not excepted, the great ma- 
jority of men are as unconcerned on the 
| subject of religion as if nothing either here 
or hereafter depended on its awful sane- 
tious; while among the few who profess to 
be under the influence of its principles, 
|| there is an alarming carelessness and tndif- 
| ference, whether they build ou the rock or 
| 
{ 
| 


is the tun, mideed, 


onthe sand. The desperate delusions ofan 

-abstract religion, of form without powey, 
of name without title, mark the perilous 
‘times of the latter day, in which the pro- 
phetic spirit foresaw and foretold, * that 
many shoyld depart trom the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of 
devils”? 

The arrangement adopted in treat- 
ing the several topics s involved in the 
text is, First—To consider the pre- 
cious deposite committed tothe hands 
of christian ministers. Secondly — 

‘The arguments thence to be drawn 
for faithfulness, and independe nee of 
‘all worldly considerations in the dis- 
charge of ‘their duty. Thirdly—The 
)awtul respons ibility under which they 
| act—T o conclude with an appropri- 
ate application. 

Under the first division, the outlines 
of the Gospel are thus pourtrayed : 





“* That so complicated a destruction ag 
that, wherewith man’s disobedience hath 
overwhelmed this world and its inhabitants, 
|| should be by any means reparable—much 
more that it should be convertible to the 
advancement ot God’s glory, and the eter- 
nal happiness of sinners—inay challenge 
not amazement only, but the most reveren- 
| tial admiration of that infinite wisdom, 


| love, and compassion, manifested in the re- 
demption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; while it confounds and condemns 
the foolishness of that wisdom of the world, 
| Which yet sees not in every feature the im- 
| press of an Heavenly original, and feels 


* Appolitments and ordinances of |) | hot in every want of a perverted will, and 


enieebled power, the riches of that gracey 


from a consiceration of the divine | Which hath brought good out of evil, and 
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caused glory to spring up from the grave of 


si, and corruption. Yet this ott 


impossible work, God hath agfected by Je- 


rWwise 


sus Christ, and made known to us by the 


or syye l. 
‘To this generation, then, my reveren 


brethren, we stand 


things, which God before had showed by 


the mouth of all his pi iphets, that Chiist 


ei] ’ 
should suffer, he hath so tulhiled, 


claim the glad tidings of justice satistied, 


condemnation 
and meicy rej 
redemption of 
the free, aud ¢ 
vitation of the G 


removed, tsod 
O1rcieyg over 


a ruined world; to sprea 


spel; ‘ho! 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters ;” 


sure even the ciuel of stnners Of pardon | 
upon repentance, and acceptance with God, 
through faith in Christ Jesus, * who, by the 


giace of God 


to teach them the law of Christ, and point 
their feet io the way of peace; to direct 
them to the proiwnised grace of the Holy Spi- 
rit, to renew toeir fallen powers, and sup- 
ply their spiritual wants; to adinimister the 


sensible seal of { 


houscnold of God, the assurance of then 


covebaiit 


With the saints ;? to ratify that adoption by 


the visible pledges of their Saviour’s dying | 
love; to warn them of the wrath revealed 
from Heaven agaist all unrighteousness otf 
men; of the soleinn decree, that without 


holiness no man shall see the 
wetch for the souls over which the Hols 
Gist hath made us overseers; tuis, dear 
ail 


verend brethren, is the precious de- 


posit coimmitted to our haucs, aud tor which 


we have to render @ most strict account.’ 


: fu dilaung on the topic proposed 
for tue second object ol consideration, 1 
the author dwelis with great Cuect | 


on the exainpic of fidelity exhibited 

} by the Apostle Paul, and applies th 
description to the purposes of the 
discourse, inthe following paragraph : 
*'To keep alive this noble temper in our 


; . . . 
hearts, no consideration so poweiful, po 
’ ; | ’ 
argument so effectual, as to bear coutinu- 
ally in mind, that we are allowed of God 
to be put in trust with the Guspol.  Know- 
t ledge, eloquence, zeal, is but the tinkling 


us witness Sr *thatt) ~~ 


lo proe- 


judgment, in toe 
acious, and gratuitous oie 


every one that 


to use 


’ 
, tasted death tor eve ry many, 


their adoption into the 


slate; that they ‘are no more 
stransers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens | 


reconctled, | 


Lord; to | 
i 







, which shall separate the precious from 

j the vile, leaving vothing but the simpli- 
city and godly sincerity in which it is 
transacted ; and that it is, moreover preg- 

} nant with the eternal w al or woe of 


; thousands, but must feel tor us whe are 
Pthus set up as a spec acle to angels and 
pimen, with the charge of immortal souls to 


1 answer for * but neust feel for these who are 
about to take charge of this ministry with 
us, and breathe a prayer to God that it 
may be sauctihed to them, to us, and his 
whole church, by the presence aud power 
of his Holy Spirit.” 


To enforce the important duty of 
cullivating a profitable intercourse 
with their parishioners, the author 
vaddresses the following appeal and de- 
clarations to his clerical brethren : 


* Who is there among you, my brethren 
and hearers, that bas passed from death 
unto life, through the steps which lead trom 
| darkuess to light; trom the burden of guilt 
;aud fear, to the joy of deliverance through 
i the blood of Christ; but must have seen 
the time, when, had the forms of public 
Worship permitted, po price would have 
been thought too high for the privilege of 
putting a single question, the answer to 
which might have r@lieved a most distress- 
ing doubt or fear? Thus may we under- 
stand how inuch depends on the private in- 
tercourse we hold with our flocks. But, if 
with our blessed Lord’s invitation in our 
lips on the Sabbath, our demeanour shall 
be cold aud repulsive through the week; 


or—imustuhking the spirit of my text—in a 
! 


tances dignity of office, we become inac- 
ecssible to the poor and needy, and disdain 
to come down to the level of the ignorant 
werd abbite rute, we deprive ourselves of this 
mighty engine for pulling down the strong 
belds of Satan, and are in fact guilty of 
hindenuye these who would enter in. On 
the other hand, if, with the tremendous 
sanctions OL hevelation mm our lips on the 
Loid’s day, imculcating those warnings 
which the shortness and uncertainty of 
time, aud the magnitude of the work we all 
have to co, renders so necessary for thought- 
less mortals, we are found the rest of the 


week occupied and engaged like other men, 





cymbal, luring them to destruction, tor | 


which we must answer with our own souls. 
Alas, my brethren! im what peril do we 
stand! Alas, my hearers! who that rea- 
lizes these things, aud considers, that even 
this day’s work, uuiimportant as it may ap- 
pear to many of you, must, nevertheless, 
meet the heart-searching eye of the God of 
Jugdment, and endure that refining fire 
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'in the business or pleasures of life, more fre- 
quentinthe haunts of folly and fashion than 
in the house of mourning—paying court to 


| the iich and great rather than in seeking out 


' 
_ the needy and necessitous, running as near 


; . . ~ . 
) the wiud as the voice of public censure will 
| 


permit; what pious and sober-minded per- 
son but must turn away from us with dis- 
igust and abhorrence—while the very com- 
panions of our folly are filled with contempt 
of such abuse ef our sacred character!” 
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we Pp . 
Pat 
H fh The consideration of the ‘ awful |) know our thoughts, ar ae he there = any 
HE 5 F - -. ti wicked way in us, and lead us in the wa 
Bull responsibility under which the minis- nage © , 5 
Wis ae . ; everlé : 
RY , _ "a . eter > s ‘ ~ rr . . . ae J . 
4 \ fers of Christ administer the afl ur Phe following is the concluding 
it of his kingdom upon earth,” is sin- paragraph of the discourse : 
i pas " . 4 " ~ . " — > : : E 
| b gularly appropriate ’ paatine te » and ‘““ My brethren of the church, let these 
i i weighty ; no extract from it could | solemn truths come home to your hearts, if 
ie sti do it justice, possible, with a double impression. God 
| rt “ : ; : F F as REA a a aa : 
‘yl The application is sustained inal) bath done great things for us in particular, 
an | f heti 1 impressive elo {|* whereof we are glad,’ and wherefore we 
f . eo ‘ > s « ide ’ e 7 
id uit style o pathe . a —— . \|have a heavy account to render for our- 
put quence which a deep feeling ot the | selves, and for you. Once more ‘we are 
| momentous nature of the subject)! allowed of God, to be put in trust with the 
ry j could not fail tomspire. The contis- Gospel ;’ shall we then commit waste in this 
ip cation of the property of the Episco- || precious deposit, and make havock of the 
iat ] Church im tl St; te of Virginia souls committed to our charge? God for- 
pet ner ae ee ee Bee bid God forbid that you should desire it; 
eae by an act of the legislature passed in | Go forbid that we should rebuild the walls 
1802, is thus alluded to : of our Zion with untempered mortar. O 
“Inthe good providence of our God, we let these plain and simple, but pretense 
are delivered from the snare of worldly truths take hold apes yous hearts : Phat 
emolument ag a motive for entering into ||! any vere be in Christ he is a new crea- 
the ministry. In our branch of the church, |) tUres that if we love the world, and are ; 
there is no longer room for the deadly siu || conformed to the course of it in the revel- ; 
. . i ‘ ‘tine a . ' 
t of ‘put me, I pray thee, into one of the |] MNES, banquetings, and abominable idol- 


priest’s offices, that I nay eat a piece of |] avy of its wealth-worship, which abounds 
bread? Thanks be to God we are deli- | and prevails, the love of the Father is not 
vered from this erying evil, though with the ||! us 3’ ‘that he is nota Christian, who ts 
loss of all our worldly substance. But, as |[/one outwardly; neither is that baptism 
nothing in this poor world, is without its which is outw ard in the flesh ; but he only 
mixture of evil, we arejin some degree ex- |]is a Christian, who is one inwardly, whose 
posed to another and similar danger in the |[ baptism is not the mere washing the body 
execution of our duty. A state of poverty | with water, but the answer of a good con- 
and dependence, has in it a strong and in- |{ Science towards God, by the resurrection of 





¥ sidious temptation to paralyze the genuine Jesus Chiist;? ‘that we are made par- 
love of souls, and lead us insensibly so to || takers of Christ, only by holding tast the be- 
speak as pleasing men, either directly by |} ginning of our confidence, steadfast unto 
i speaking smooth things, and proplesying || the end.’ Look to that coming day, when 


deceits, or indirectly, by withholding the |] Uus world, and all the glory ot it, shall rol 
unpleasant, but wholesome warnings, and under your feet, a ball of smoking rubbish 
admonitions of God’s holy word. When yourselves and your preacher, and 

“ Stand we, then, right in this respect, my |] those who have spoken unto you the word 
reverend brothers, with that God which |] Of (uth, the Gospel of your salvation, shall! 
trieth our hearts? Is the master spring |] all stand betore the judgment seat of Christ ; 
which rules our conduct, the love of souls? |} When the great inquiry will be, of our faith- 
Do we realize, that as they are bought with |] fulness, and your diligence. Brethren, dear 
blood, with blood they must be paid tor? } brethren, Clergy, and Laity, let us keep } 
Are we wholly given up to the work of} Continually before our eyes, this awful mo- 
Him that sent us? Is it the testimony of |} Ment, that itimay stir us all up, to provoke 
our conscience, that iu simplicity and godly |, OMe another to Jove and to good works, 
sincerity, we have our conversation in the |} that in the day of Chist we may rejoice 
world? O let us probe ourselves to the || together, ‘that we have not run in vain, 
quick, be zealous, and repent of the many || Meither laboured in vain.? God grantit foe 
shoit comings we must all be conscious of, |] his sake, who hath given us all things per- 

_ and prostrate before God, eutreat him * to taining to life ana godliness. Amen.” 


search aud know our hearts, to try and [Zo be concluded. | 
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HH FOREIGN SUMMARY, to our readers, than the brief notices 
rf There is no part of our duty more || which we are enabled, from time to 
t ~ 2 "De , . - - . % . 

pleasing to ourselves, and we believe {| totime, to give of the progress of truth, 
ie 


none more acceptable and edifying |] and piety, and benevolence, in various 


> ak 


A, ey poet 
ee 


o llizence.. 
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parts of the world. It is cheering to! 
our hearts as well as encouraging to! 
our hopes, to mark the operations of) 
divine grace, as its light ts diffused | 
throughout the dark places of the} 
earth. We behold that word of eter-| 
nol lite which, im the end, is to en-| 
lighten all nations, gradually finding | 
its will ito the palaces ot heathen | 


princes heretofore remote trom its 
infiuence. It enters the most ob- 
scure dwellings, in countries never 
before trod by Christian’s toot. ‘The 
companion of the caravan along the 
sandy deserts of Asia and of Africa ; 
it is received by Jews, Mahome- 
tans, and Heathens of various names 
and nations; and with the means 
adopted for its further spread, we 
Inay soon expect to see It encompass 
the globe. 

Next to the extension of the Serip- 
tures of ‘Truth, we have to contem- 
plate the progress of the living Mes- 
sengers, Who untold its doctrines, and 
enforce its precepts. On every hand, 
we see coming forward, missionaries 
of the cross ; 
“Their hearts 

flame 
Than ever lit to empire or to fame.” 


enkindled with a_ holier 


Quitting the seats of learning, the 
endearments of country and of kin- 
dred, and the prospects of wealth 
and influence, they enter upon the 
arduous task of carrying the glad tid- 
ings of the Gospel to untutored sa- 
vages, and inveterate idolators. To 
accomplish their olject, language at- 
ter language is to be attained; deserts 
are to be traversed ; sickly climates | 
to be encountered; and a train of 
difficulties to be met, enough to ap- | 
pal the stoutest heart. Yet trusting 
in their God, we see them proceed | 
with a firm step and cheerful heart, | 
counting it all joy that they are 
thought worthy of thus acting and 
suffering for the name of Christ. 

One of the most interesting signs | 
of the times is the attention which | 
has been excited towards God’s an- | 
cient people: and though little fruit | 
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comparatively appears, vet the seed 
is soWing, Which im God's own time, 
will produce a mech harvest. 

Plans of benevolence, having for 
their object the amehoration of hu- 
man suffering; the prevention of 
viee, the improvement in moral ha- 
bits, and above all, a general edu- 
cation of the peor and labouring 
Classes, are in rapid progress. ‘To 
these great objects kings have be- 
come nursing tathers, 
nursing mothers ; and we hope to sce 
the time when educationshall become 
so general as to leave benevolence 
itself but litte to accomplish. 

We have been led to these retlec- 
tions by a perusal of the brief ab. 
stract of the various annual reports, 
which the recent anniversaries inthe 
British metropohs, have furnished 
us; a summary of which we proceed 
to give, 

The British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, has held its sixteenth anniver- 
sary. Lord Terenimourth in the chair. 
The issues of the scriptures during 
the last year were, 

Bibles 
Testaments 


and queens 


Se Med all 


115,775 
141,108 


—— 


ORL Ot 
~IUO00 


Making the total number issued in 
ifteen years to he 2,550,000! 

The imeome of last) year 
93,0531 6s 7d sterling, or 9 115,481 
16 cents. The total net payments 
123.9172 12s Sd sterling, or $550,433 
82 cents, heing 31,4102 10s 11d ster- 
ling more than the preceding year. 

Among the distinguished persons 
who addressed this society we find 
the following: lords Hlarrowby. 
Ashtoun, Calthorpe, and Gambier ; 
(HE. RR. HW. the duke of Gloucester ; 
the Bishops of Salisbury and Glou- 
cester ; Admiral Saumarez ; the Re- 
verend Messrs. Grifhith, Matthias, 
Ward, Wahlin, and John Scott ; Sir 
T. D. Ackland, Mr. Wilberforce, &c. 
We have not room for extracts, but 
cannot deny onrselves the pleasure 


) 


was 
































60 Religious Inteliigence....Foreign Summary. 


of the following quotation from the 
speech of the earl of Harrowby. 

* Accustomed,” says his lords ship, 
‘‘as | have been to scenes of argu- 
gument, where every observation 
which is made, calls up an opponent 
with an argument of a contrary ten- 
dency, I am but little prepared for 
such a meeting as this ; but it is with 
a feeling of the mést gratifying na- 
ture, that | find that there 1s one 
subject, on which all can concur— 
that there is one point on which we 
may all assemble, and unite with |! 
heart and hand—and that a point, not 
chosen for the purpose of fixing 
thereon a lever to subvert or destroy || 
the world; but a point on which the 
centre of gravity of that world must 
rest—a point round which all its dis- 
cordant elements may range them- 
selves in harmony and peace.” 

Two Cingalese Priests were pre- 
sented to the meeting by the Rey. 
Dr. Adam Clark, whose conversion 
had been the fruit of the society's 
labour in the circulation of the serip- 
ture. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society, held its anniversary in the 
New-Chapel, City Road. Joseph 
Butterworth, esq. ‘M. P. inthe chair. 
That spacious building was crowded 
to excess long before the hour for 
commencing business. ‘The Report 
was highly interesting. This active 
society has eleven Missionaries in 
Ireland, and five in France. In Asta, 
Africa, and the West Indies, it oc- 
cupies nearly one hundred stations, 
where more than one hundred and 
forty missionaries are employed. Its 
most successful operations appear to 
have been in the island of Ceylon, 
where 1,000/ sterling per annum is 
devoted toschools alone ; and where 


female schools have been lately in- 


stituted, which in India are a perfect 
novelty. 

The income of this society for the 
Jast year was 23,000/ sterling, or 
$102,222 22. Among the subseri- 


bers we particularly notice general 
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Boyer, President of Hayti, for 500/. 
So numerous were the speakers, that 
the meeting continued upwards of 
five hours with uncommon animation 
and interest. 

The Church Missionary Society, 
held its twentieth anniversary. Lord 
Gambier in the chair. The annual 
sermon was preached by the Rev. 
B. W. Matthias, M. A. of Dublin. 

In opening the meeting, the no- 
ble president adverted with much 
‘christian feeling, to the “ deplorable 
‘condition ofthe human race ; scarcely 
an eighth part of which hi ud yet re- 
ceived the light of the Gospel. He 
rejoiced, however, that we live in 
‘glorious di ays; for within the last ten 

years, greater exertions 





‘or fifteen 
had been made by means of Bible 
jand Missionary Institutions to extend 
the boundaries of Christ’s kingdom, 
ithan had perhaps been before made 
for as many centuries.” 

The receipts of this society, for 
the last year, were 30,000/ sterling, 
or 133,3331 33, exceeding the for- 
mer year 2,000/. Its expenditure 
31,0001 sterling, or ' 


137,777 77! 
The Bristol neaeiaitice had contri- 
buted 1755/1 7s 4d sterling, and the 
Hibernian auxiliary, 1800/7 sterling. 
Of this last society, the Lord Bishop 
of Kildare had become a Vice-Presi- 
dent and declared himself its cordial 
friend. The speeches at this meet- 
ing are distinguished for their classi- 
cal elegance, and truly evangelical 
fervour. We can give but very short 
extracts. 

In moving for the printing of the 
report, the Bishop of Gloucester 
said—** During a year of unexampled 
pressure and distress, and in which 
also a society of similar designs and 
views has collected such noble con- 
tributions, our revenue has increased 
in no inconsiderable degree, and has 
surpassed that of any former year. 
Is not here ample cause for placing 
still more implicit dependence onthe 
same gracious Being who has thus 








provided for us? and for exeriing 
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ourselves still more earnestly in the § 


glorious cause in which we are en- 
gazed!” 

‘© On hearing the report, and me- 
ditating upon it, my eye has glanced 
from shore to shore, through India, 
the islands of the Mediterranean, and 
from the western const ot 
the West-lndies and New-Zealand. 
On the coast of India, we see the 
te mple of idolatry beginning 
to its base ; 
lege, destined, 
prove acertain support of missionary 

xertions.”’ 

‘But the eye of the christian may 
fix itself, with peculiar pleasure, on 
the state of the nevroes in Sierra 
Leone. Discouragements and dith- 
culties had attended the Soctety’s 
exertions, in the first scene of tts 
labours, but now we behold the first 
fruits of these labours hastening to 
maturity ; and that new creation, de- 
scribed in the scripture, beginning 
to unfold itself in all its beauty. We 
see communities of negroes, rescued 
from slavery and sin, uniting together 
ina sober, righteous, and godly lite. 
Well m: Ly we say, happy rs the people 
that is in such a case! happy the min- 


to totter 
and the rising of a col- 


lL have no doubt, to 


ister who has thus seen the fruits of 


his labours! happy the three years 
which have produced and witnessed 
such a change! Would to God, that 
in every triennial institution of my 
own diocess, [ could witness such 
improvement! Well then may each 
of us exclaim, **if such be the fruit 
of missionary exertions, [ will perse- 
vere in spite of every opposition and 
difficulty : God will accomplish his 
own work in his own way—the Lord 
will hasten it in his own time.” 

The Rev. R. C. Cunningham, Viear 
of Hanover, illustrated the advan- 
tages which would arise from the 
employment of native teachers, when 
duly prepared in knowledge, and by 
divine grace, in the instruction of 
their countr ymen, by a circumstance 
which had occurred to himself: * It 
had pleased God to bring an abe 
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woman im my parish, who had been 
a grievous sinner, 
her ways, and toseek merey through 
her Saviour. Some time atter this, 


another woman was brought into 





jmuch distress ot mind on account of 


ther Sins 5 and, as I understood, that 


Atrica to) 


| 


| 
{ 








ito visit her. 


i have 





she was ul, Lintimated my intention 

No ur, said my aged 
friend, in whese hearing | had said 
this, ** No sir! let me go, you do not 
know so muchas I do. You never 
say, sucha sinner as I 
lean tell her what was 
the mere ot God 
and that the 


Wils, | dare 
bye Ch. 

} ~ 
my distress before 


‘ame to my relet, erace 


(ot God has now rescued me, and that 


though | now stand « 
another world, yet | have hope full 
of clory.’ sue h will be the strong 
appeal of the native preacher to his 
countrymen ; ee l, too, was once bound 
down by this superstition and idola- 
itr .-s but the light of the gospel, and 
I the grace of Christ has delivered me, 
and may deliver you.” 

The Rey. Daniel Wils son, the elo- 
quent minieter of St. John’s, Bedford 
how, in reference to the two Cinga- 
lese christians from Ceylon, and the 
Rev. W. Ward, Baptist missionary 
from Serampore, who were present 
at the meeting, said, ** we not only 
hear, on these occasions, of missions 
and of missionarics, but the great 
object is brought before our 
The mind is led, from the represen- 
tations here made, to view every man 
as lying ina state of sin and misery, 
and as having no hope but in one 
common Redeemer. The distinctions 
of country, and of colour, are for- 
cotten. When,in this meeting, we 
behold two of th@ inhabitants of C ey- 
lon, and leaders in idolatry, but now 
christians and brethren, we identify 
ourselves with them—we are united— 
we are one. | whether 
these friends sufficiently understand 
our language fully to comprehend 
what | win saying ; but if not, I hope 
some one will € xplain to them, that, 
God being our helper, nothing shall 


eves. 
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62 
prevent our sharing with them that 
heavenly bread which the Giver of 
all good has showered down so plen- 
tifully around our habitations.” 

« Thank you, sir,’ cried one of 
these intelligent young men, who both 
perfectly understood Mr. Wilson’s 
address to them. 

In allusion to Mr. Ward, Mr. Wil- 
son added ; ** Various friends engaged 
in the active duties of other societies, 
are present on the occasion ; and, 
among them, the meeting will gladly 
recognise one who has laboured for 
Christ, with indefatigable zeal in the 
enervating climate of India, for nearly 
twenty years. View his sun-burnt 
face! Whilst we hold some differences 
of opinion, we all labour in one com- 
mon cause. We wish all of them 
every possible success. We give 
them our hands—we give them our 
hearts. But, my lord, charity is one 
thing—confusion ts another. We say 
to Mr. Ward, * we give you the right 
hand of fellowship, and wish you good 
buck inthe nume of the Lord ; and 
we say the same to evety faithtul 
labourer tn the great missionary 
field.” 

In reference to what had fallen 
from lord Jocelyn respecting Lreland, 
the Rey. Mr. Matthias, minister of 
the Bethezda chapel in Dublin, spoke 
as follows : ‘* When | witnessed that 
meeting in Dublin, to which my noble 
countryman has just referred, | felt, 
that, had I been told, fifteen years 
ago, that one of the largest rooms in 
Dublin would have been crowded by 
persons of all ranks, assembled to- 
gether for such a purpose, | should 
have said, ‘it may be the case in ano- 
ther century, but cannot be in this : 
but my lord, it has pleased God to do 
in our country in fifteen years, the 
work of a century! The excess of 
the income of the Hibernian Auxiliary, 
over that of the preceding year, is 
7001, sterling, yet no other society 
amongst us has suffered any decline ; 
and all this during a year, which, 
though in England, a vear of peculiar 
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|depression, was much more so in 
Ireland. It was during this year, that 
the cause of benevolence among us 
‘increased greatly ; and, 1 rejoice to 
say it, chiefly by the exertions of 
ladies, who made a number of mis- 


“sionary boxes, covered with appro- 


priate devices and forcible appeals, 
and sent these boxes, with ample 


‘success, to all parts of the country, 


' 





And when these boxes are returned, 
what do they contain, my lord? They 
contain money of the hard-earned 
mites of industry, and of the savings 
of youthful frugality. With such a 


ispirit, and God for our helper, we 


shall go on and prosper.” 

The collections made at this anni- 
versary, amounted to 323,105/. ster- 
ling, about $1450. 

(To be continued.) 





Abstract of the Report of the House of 
Clerical and Lay Delegates in General 
Convention, Philadelphia, May, 1820, on 
the state of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, 
Maine.—The church in the State 

of Maine, which, for many years had 

become gradually depressed and al- 
most extinet, has, within a few years, 
assumed a more flourishing aspect. 

It consists of two congregations—the 

one in Gardiner, the other in Port- 

land. Both of these congregations 
are supphed with pastors, whose 
labours have succeeded to the extent 
of the rational expectations of the 

friends of the church. Rey. G. W. 

Olney is the rector of Christ church, 

Gardiner ; and Rey. P.S. Ten Broeck 

of St. Paul’s church, Portland. 
Agreeably to the recommendation 

of the Right Rev. bishop Griswold, 

a convention of delegates from those 

churches was held in Brunswick, on 

the 3d day of May, 1820, at which 
time, they acceded to the constitution 
of the Protestant Episcopal church 
in the United States of America, 
and elected delegates to the general 
convention. They are again annexed 
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New-Hampshire.—T here are nine 
Episcopal churches in thts State. St. 
church in Portsmouth, of 
which the Rev. Charles Borrougiis 
is rector, has eighty families, enghty 
eommunicants, and about 
catechumens ; and reports during the 
last three years, filty-three baptisms, 
twenty- -two deaths, and three mar- 
riages., ‘Trinity church in Holder- 
ness, of which the Rev. Robert Fowle 
is rector, has about thirty families, 
and reports, during the last three 
years, thirty-six baptisms, eight mar- 
riages, and nineteen deaths. Union 
church in Claremont, of which the 
Key. James &. Howe has recently 
been instituted rector, in the place 
of the Rey. Mr. Barbour who has 
left the church, reports ninety-five 
communicants and seventy catechu- 
mens. Major Ashley of that town 
lately left to the church a legacy, 
which will probably yield an annual 
income of seven hundved dollars. 
Another Episcopal society has been 
formed in the village of Claremont, 
and they have purchased a meeting- 
house for the place of worship. This 
society is associated with Union 
chureh, and the Rey. J. B. Howe 
officiates forthem every third Sunday. 
The Episcopal church in ¢ ‘ornish, 
contains about twenty fiunilies. The 
Rey. George Leonard has beenchosen | 
its rec tor, and officiates for them), 
every Sunday. 
at Concord, was organized in March. 
1818, 
ten communicanis. 
at Bradtord, 


Jobn’s 


seventy 


——— 


Christ's chure hi 


reports thirty-seven baptisms. 
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St. Thomas’s church! church, Boston, Kev. 
| 

(tor, 
and has thirteen families, and)! nicants ; 
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ally they have been favoured with the 
labours of missionaries, 
Massachusetis.—The churchin this 
State still continues in as flourishing 
a situation as it was at the time of the 
meeting of the last general conven- 
tion. Thechurhat Marblehead, has 
been vacated by the removal of the 
Rev. B. B. South to the diocess of 
Virginia, and this, itis to be believed, 
it the only change of importance that 
has taken place. There is a very 
general attention paid to the obsery- 


Fanee ot the canons and rubries, and, 


with but very few exceptions, the 


vestablished usages of the church. A 


large and elegant stone church, of 
Whuach the Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, 
D. D. has been chosen rector, is now 
nearly completed in the town of Bos- 
ton, besides which, a few small con- 
gregaiions have been collected in 
other towns.  Exertions are making 
to call the attention of the friends of 
our church to the subject of missions 
to such small portions of our com 

munion as are to be found in many 


| parts ot the state. A circular letter for 


this purpose has been published, and 
itis expected that much good may 
result trom such ameasure. On the 


whole, we record the situation of the 
| P ; ‘ os 
en inthis State, as promising. 


The churches in this State, are 
| Trinity church, Boston, Rev. J.S. J, 
‘Gardiner, D, D. rector ; Christ 
\sa keaton ree- 
two hundred and thirty commu- 
St. Peter’s church, 
Thomas Carlisle, rector, 


Salem, 


hev. con- 


was orgamzed in July, | sisting at pre sent of one hundred 
1817, and contains ten families, and | families and hhity -two commune a ; 


,’ 


St. || St. Paul's, Ne whuryport, Rev. James 


Peter’s church, Drewsville, has been | | Morss, rector, eighty-six communi- 


formed three years, 


dollars from church property, and | 
has ten families, who propose soon | 
to erecta chapel. Christ’s church | 
at Hopkinton, has twenty families. 

In the vacant churches of this State, 

religious services are generally per- |} 
formed by lay readers. and occasion’ 


| 
| 





has an annual}! cants; St. James’schurch, Greenfield, 
income of one hundred and thirty 1 


and ‘Trinity church, Montague, Rev. 
Petrus Strong, rector, comminnicants, 
seventy-two ; Christ church, Cam- 


bridge ; St. Andrew’s church, Han- 
over, Rev. Calvin Wolcott, rector, 
jforty communicants; the church 


at Quincy, sixteen communicants ; 


Trinity church, Marshfield ; St. Mat- 








thew’s church, South Boston; the 
church at Bridgewater has ten com- 
municants; St. Michaels church, 
Marblehead, has twenty-four commu- 
nicants; St. James’s church Great 
Barrington ; church at Lenox ; church 
at Lanesborough ; church in Dedham, 
in which the Rev. Chever Felch 
ofliciates ; and the churches im New- 
ton and Hopkinton. 


——_——— = 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
A third institution for the instruction of 
the deaf and dumb, is now established in 
Philade!phia. 


oe 


man lately on a visit to Rhode Island, 
that during the late revival of religion in 
that state, sixty communicants have been 
added to Bishop Griswoid’s church im 
Bristol, and nearly an equal number to 
the Episcopal church in Providence: and 
that to the different communions there has 
been an accession of 500 members in Bris- 
tol—in Newport 300—and in Providence 
nearly 500. Apostacies are to be expected : 
but it would be ungrateful and prestinp- 
tuous to doubt that salvation by the blood 











society, S00. French Bibles, presented by 


ea: of Christ, has been applied to many of]! 
Tn di these souls, * He that endureth to the end, 
4 at the same shall be saved.’ 
us 4. nue 
1a eet, Summary of the Statement of the Man- 
th a agers of the American Bible Society, read 
i Wak, ef the fourth annual Mccling, in May, 
A | HL 1820. 
hd N : There have been printed, at the Deposi- 
ee % tory of the A. B.S. during the past year, 
ie i 4 47,000 Bibles, 16,240 Testaments. In the 
! bk | three first years, 76,820 Bibles, 24,000 ‘Tes- 
1] Pee yy taments; total, 100,820. To these are to 
A i gi | be added the following: Bibles printed from 
HEM dibs the stereotype plates at Lexington ; Bibles, 
iH hae procured as stated in the third report, viz. 
ott i Gelic, German, Welch, and French; gos- 
, eer pelof St. John in Mohawk ; and epistles of 
‘y | 4 ‘\ St. John, in Delaware, also mentioned jn 
Ay el i} the sanic report, 6,450. Spanish Testa- 
ch Ga! ments, presented by the British and Foreign 
F 1 Bible Society, as hereinafter mentioned, 
4 Wits 500. German Bibles, presented by the same 
‘\ }) the New-York Bible Society, 200. Dutch 
i a | Bibles, presented by the Nova-Scotia Bib'e 

A 

* 


Society, 23; and Dutch Testaments, pre- 
sented by the same, ¥. Making a total of 
one hundred and seventy-one thousand seven 
hundred and Jifly-tico Bibles and ‘Testa- 


ments, or purts of The latter, printed from 
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1 the stereotype plates of the American Bible 

| Society, or on common type, or obtained 

| for circulation since the commencement of 
its operations. 

Severa! other editions of Bibles and Tes- 
tamenuts have been put to among 
which is an edition of two thousand French 
bibles, fio the stereotype plates belonging 
tu the Society, 

There have been issued from the Deposi- 

t tory, from the 30th April, 1619, to the same 
|| pestod in the present year, 26,000 Bibles ; 
i! 14,392 Testaments ; 250 episties of St. John, 
‘in Delaware ; 62 gospel of St. John, in 
} Mohawk, 
In the preceding years, there were issued, 
| 55,122 Bibles and Testaments, 467 episties 
of John, in Delaware; making a total of 
ninely-seren thousand one hundred and (wo 
| Bibles and Testaments, and parts of the 


press, 


‘latter issued from the Depository of the 
| National Bible Society from its establishe 
ment. 


There have been received into the trea~ 
sury, since the date of the last report, the 
| following sums, derived from the undermen- 
! tioned sources: Donations from auxiliary 
i societies, $5,810 89; donation from bible 
|} sociehies not auxiliary, $186 44; reimit- 
|| tances trom auxiliary societies, tor Bibles, 
| 15,387 8; remittances for Bibles, from 
| Bible societies not auiliary, $1,451 33 
| donations irom benevoleut societies, $50 75 ; 
| legacies, $140; contributions to constitute 
ministers directors tor life, S270 ; contribu- 
| tious to constitute ministers members for 
life, $2,741 24; contributions to constitute 
other individuals directors for life, R400 | 
lite subscriptions from other individuals, 
$570; annual contributions, $771; contri- 
butions by, or on account of, religious aud 
| charitable societies, to entitle them to the 
| privileges of members tor life, $30; dona 
| tious from individuals, 8177 50. 





The elegant and commodious church 
, lately erected in Boston, for the newly or- 
ganized Episcopal congregation in that 
town, was consecrated to the service of 
Jehovah, by Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, 
assisted by Bishop Bownell, early in July 
last. 





On the 26th July, Rev. John Johns, of 
Fredericktown, Md. was ordained a Priest 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church, by the 


| Right Rey. Bishop Kemp. 


_— 





The honorary degree of D. D. was con- 
| ferred on Rey. Mr. Turner, Professor in the 
| Theological Seminary of the Episeupal 
Charch, by the taculty of Union College, at 
the late commencement in that institution, 
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